
Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory forever!  April 2026 

Wisdom  
Remember the Lord our God all your days, my son, and refuse to sin or to transgress his commandments. Live 

uprightly all the days of your life, and do not walk in the ways of wrongdoing. For if you do what is true, your ways will 
prosper through your deeds. Give alms from your possessions to all who live uprightly, and do not let your eye 

begrudge the gift when you make it. Do not turn your face away from any poor man, and the face of God will not be 
turned away from you. If you have many possessions, make your gift from them in proportion; if few, do not be afraid 

to give according to the little you have. So you will be laying up a good treasure for yourself against the day of necessity.  

Tobit 4:5-9 

Our Holy Week & Pascha Schedule 

Sunday, Monday, & Tuesday, April 5, 6, & 7: 
Bridegroom Orthros, 6 pm 
 
Wednesday, April 8: 
Holy Unction, 6 pm 
 
Thursday, April 9: 
Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil, 3 pm 
Lenten Potluck Supper 
Twelve Gospels Matins, 6 pm 
 
Great Friday, April 10: 
Royal Hours, 10 am 
Vespers of Burial, 3 pm 
Lenten Potluck Supper 
Lamentations Matins, 6 pm 
 
Great Saturday, April 11: 
Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil, 10 am 
 
PASCHAL SERVICES, 10 pm 
Christ is risen! 
Followed by blessing of baskets 
  & Breaking of the Fast Fellowship 
 
Sunday, April 20 
Agape Vespers, 3 pm 
Followed by Easter Egg Hunt 
 

CHRIST IS RISEN! 

Paschal Season 

Christ is risen! To carry our Paschal Joy through the 
Paschal Season (until Ascension, May 21), the 
Antiochian Archdiocese follows this practice: 
 
DURING THE PASCHAL SEASON: 

 We say or sing the Resurrection Troparion every day 
with our devotions. 

 We continue to share the good news with the 
greeting, “Christ is risen!” 

 We read the Book of Acts and the Gospel of John in 
our family Bibles. 

 There is no fasting on Wednesdays and Fridays. 
(Communion fast continues as usual.) 

 In honor of the Resurrection, there is no kneeling, in 
Church or at home, until Pentecost. 

 

Glory to his third-day resurrection! 

Confessions 

If you have not come for confession recently, Great Lent 
is an appropriate time to do so. Fr. Herman is available 
for confessions at 5:15 pm on Saturday, and before and 
after most services (advance notice is appreciated). 

Return your Food for Hungry People boxes 

after Pascha. 
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Charitable Works 

Lunchbox Wednesday 

In March we celebrated 3 years of providing bagged lunches to the needy through the 
Shepherd’s Office in Georgetown, under the leadership of Lisa Wolak. We celebrated with 
a special peanut butter & jelly sandwich cake for Lisa, our Sandwich Queen, created by 
Susan Grant. 

In case you didn’t know, we gather together on the second and last Wednesday of each 
month (normally) at noon to make 340-350 sandwiches and bag them with other goodies 
for the homeless. Please join us on WEDNESDAYS, April 15 (note changed date) & 29, at 
NOON. Please see Lisa Wolak for details and to ask about donations needed. 

Shepherd’s Office in Georgetown 

The good folks at the Shepherd's Office in Georgetown (www.shepherdsoffice.org) love to help others and bring 
them love, care and peace. They provide meals, clothing, and services to the needy in our area. 

Essential items for the homeless are collected for them at St. Andrew’s. Any new or gently-used clothing or shoes 
are welcome. Always needed and welcome are personal hygiene items, new socks and undergarments, and gently 
used tents, tarps, and camping goods.  

In addition to making sandwiches with us, you can donate funds online at www.degives.org/orgs/shepherds-office-
inc or purchase items from their Amazon wishlist (www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2JFM9O9TP1VTC/
ref=hz_ls_biz_ex), which can be shipped directly to them.  

Ongoing  collection of non-perishable foods 

Non-perishable food items and paper goods are distributed through the food pantry at the Christian Storehouse in 
Millsboro. Please do not donate anything beyond its expiration date. 

Thank you for your generosity to those in need! (Email Kh. Vera at standrewlewes@gmail.com to have the above 
links sent to you for easy clicking!) 

Renovations Coming Soon! 

This summer, you will see some exciting 
renovations underway at St. Andrew’s! 
Plans are in the works to make our Great 
Hall a more flexible space for Sunday 
school, coffee hour, and special events. 
Also planned are upgrades to our 
kitchen, which will make our Fall Fest 
more streamlined and efficient. 

Watch for more information and your opportunity to 
participate in this renovation project. 

Ladies’ Bowling Outing 

On April 1, a group of St. Andrew’s ladies 
visited Lefty’s Alley & Eats for a game of 
bowling and a delicious lunch. Our 
bowling score leaders were Lisa Wolak, 
Kim Halkopoulos, and Sharon Metaxas. 
Congratulations! 

A schedule of this year’s ladies’ events 
will soon be available. If you are not receiving emails 
about ladies’ events, see Kh. Vera to be put on the 
mailing list. 

He has shown you, O man, what is good; and 

what does the LORD require of you but to do 

justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 

your God? 

Micah 6:8   

Who is a God like You, pardoning iniquity and 

passing over the transgression of the remnant of 

His heritage?  

He does not retain His anger forever, because He 

delights in mercy. He will again have compassion 

on us, and will subdue our iniquities.  

You will cast all our sins into the depths of the 

sea. You will give truth to Jacob and mercy to 

Abraham, which You have sworn to our fathers 

from days of old. 

Micah 7:18-20     



John 12:1–18 

Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to 

Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from 

the dead. So they gave a dinner for him there. Martha 

served, and Lazarus was one of those reclining with him at 

the table. Mary therefore took a pound of expensive 

ointment made from pure nard, and anointed the feet of 

Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair. The house was filled 

with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of 

his disciples (he who was about to betray him), said, "Why 

was this ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and 

given to the poor?" He said this, not because he cared about 

the poor, but because he was a thief, and having charge of 

the moneybag he used to help himself to what was put into 

it. Jesus said, "Leave her alone, so that she may 

keep it for the day of my burial. The poor you 

always have with you, but you do not always 

have me." When the large crowd of the Jews 

learned that Jesus was there, they came, not 

only on account of him but also to see Lazarus, 

whom he had raised from the dead. So the 

chief priests made plans to put Lazarus to 

death as well, because on account of him 

many of the Jews were going away and 

believing in Jesus. The next day the large 

crowd that had come to the feast heard that 

Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So they took 

branches of palm trees and went out to meet 

him, crying out, "Hosanna! Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord, even the King 

of Israel!" And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just 

as it is written, "Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your 

king is coming, sitting on a donkey's colt!" His disciples did 

not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was 

glorified, then they remembered that these things had been 

written about him and had been done to him. The crowd 

that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the 

tomb and raised him from the dead continued to bear 

witness. The reason why the crowd went to meet him was 

that they heard he had done this sign. 
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The Fragrance of Faith and the Coming King  

Palm Sunday 
Fr. Herman Acker 

John 12:1–18 presents a unified movement that 
reveals the identity of Jesus as the moment of 
Passover approaches. The events at Bethany and the 
entrance into Jerusalem together form a single 
witness, bringing into view both recognition and 
opposition. 

Mary’s anointing of Jesus with costly ointment 
reveals true faith in action. Her act is a confession of 
who he is and prepares him for burial. The fragrance 
fills the house, showing that faith is not hidden but 
poured out and made visible. It responds to the one 
who gives life without calculation and becomes a 
witness that spreads. 

At the same time, opposition arises. 
Judas speaks of concern for the poor, 
but his words conceal self-interest. 
The chief priests move to destroy not 
only Jesus but also Lazarus, whose 
restored life stands as a witness 
drawing others to believe. Where life 
is given, resistance emerges, and the 
witness becomes the target of 
destruction. 

The movement continues as the 
crowd proclaims Jesus as King when 
he enters Jerusalem. Their 
recognition is tied to the sign they 
have witnessed, the raising of 
Lazarus. Yet his kingship does not 
appear in the form of earthly power. He comes 
riding on a donkey, fulfilling what is written, 
revealing a rule marked by humility rather than war. 
What is not understood at first becomes clear only 
after he is glorified. 

The passage holds together the fragrance of faith, 
the witness of life, and the coming of the King. What 
begins in Bethany moves toward fulfillment in 
Jerusalem, as recognition, opposition, and 
proclamation converge in the one who gives life and 
fulfills what has been written. 

Today the Savior is come to the city of Jerusalem to fulfill the Scripture; and all took palm- branches in their hands, 
and they strewed their garments before Him, knowing that it is He, our God, to Whom the Cherubim unceasingly 
cry: Hosanna in the highest, blessed art Thou Who hast a multitude of compassions; have mercy on us. 

Aposticha of Palm Sunday Vespers 

Before Thy voluntary Passion, O Christ God, foreshowing the common Resurrection for the confirmation of all, 
Thou didst raise Lazarus in Bethany by Thy sovereign power when he had been dead four days; and as the Giver 
of Light, O Savior, Thou gavest sight to the blind. Thou didst enter also into the Holy City with Thy disciples, sitting 
on the colt of an ass, fulfilling the preaching of the Prophets, as though riding upon the Cherubim; and the children 
of the Hebrews came to meet Thee with branches and palms. Wherefore, we also, bearing olive branches and 
palms, thankfully cry to Thee: Hosanna in the highest, blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord. 

Praises of Palm Sunday Orthros  



Regular Schedule 
 
Saturday 5:15 pm Confession 
 6 pm Vespers 

Sunday 9 am Orthros 
 10 am Divine Liturgy 
 

Check our online calendar at 
www.orthodoxdelmar.org/calendar 
for the most up-to-date schedule. 
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April 2026 
 

Every Saturday: 5:15 pm Confession     5:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 
 6 pm Vespers 
 

TROPARION OF ST. ANDREW - Tone 4 – As the first-called Apostle and brother of 
their leader, O Andrew, intercede with the Master of all to grant peace to the world, 
and to our souls great mercy. 
 

Sunday, April 5 Palm Sunday  
Venerable Theodora of Thessalonica (892); Saint Plato the Confessor of Studion (814)  

 

Epistle:  Phil. 4:4-9    
Liturgy Gospel: John 12:1-18  

 

TROPARION FOR PALM SUNDAY  -  Tone 4  -  O Christ 
God, when we were buried with thee in Baptism, we became 
deserving of thy Resurrection to eternal life.  Wherefore, we 
praise thee,  crying, "Hosanna in the highest!  Blessed is he 
that cometh in the Name of the Lord!"  

 

Sunday, April 12 HOLY PASCHA  -  CHRIST IS RISEN! 
Epistle:   Acts 1:1-8        Holy Gospel:  Saint John 1:1-17 

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death,  
and upon those in the tombs bestowing life.  

 

Sunday, April 19 Christ is Risen!              Sunday of Thomas 
Saint Tryphon, Patriarch of Constantinople (933) 
Hieromartyr Paphnutius of Jerusalem (3rd cent.) 

 

Matins Gospel: Epistle:   Acts 5:12-20 
Eothinon 1 (St. Matthew 28:16-20) Liturgy Gospel:   St. John 20:19-31 
 

TROPARION OF ST. THOMAS  -  Tone 7  -  While the Tomb was sealed, 
thou didst shine forth from it, O Light! While the doors were closed, thou 
didst come in to thy disciples, O Christ God, Resurrection of all, renewing in 
us through them an upright spirit, according to the greatness of thy mercy! 
 
April 26 Sunday of the Myrrhbearing Women 

Hieromartyr Basil, bishop of Amasea (322) 
St. Stephen, bishop of Perm (1396) 

 

Tone 2 Epistle:  Acts 6:1-7  
Eothinon 4 (St. Luke 24: 1-12) Liturgy Gospel:  St. Mark 15:43-47, 16:1-8  
 

RESURRECTION TROPARION  -  Tone 2  -  When Thou didst submit 
Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou didst 
destroy hell with Thy godly power.  And when Thou didst raise the dead 
from beneath the earth, all the powers of heaven did cry aloud unto Thee:  O 
Thou who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee! 

Other April Services: 

See the Holy Week Schedule on pages 
1 & 5 or pick one up in the church 
foyer. Be sure to set aside time to 
attend some of these important 
services.  
 

St. George 
Thursday, April 23 
Divine Liturgy 10 am 

Have you not known? 

Have you not heard?  

The LORD is the everlasting God, 

the Creator of the ends of the 

earth.  

He does not faint or grow weary; 

his understanding is unsearchable. 

He gives power to the faint, and to 

him who has no might he increases 

strength.  

Even youths shall faint and be 

weary, and young men shall fall 

exhausted;  

but they who wait for the LORD 

shall renew their strength; they shall 

mount up with wings like eagles; 

they shall run and not be weary; 

they shall walk and not faint.   

Isaiah 40:28-31 
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