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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. >> Amen.  
Christ is among us. >> He is and ever shall be.  

This is the sixth Sunday after Pentecost. The reading today was from Matthew 
chapter 9 verses 1-8. And the title of this sermon is the “Efficacy of the Word from 
Paralysis to Apostolic Mission”. This Gospel today is much more than an account of 
a miraculous healing. Matthew places this event within a larger movement of his 
Gospel that reveals the purpose of Christ's ministry. Throughout these chapters, 
chapters 8 and nine specifically, which may be called the second book of the law 
of the Messiah because remember Matthew is broken into five books. The first 
book is what we call the Sermon on the Mount. That's Matthew 5 6 and 7. These 
two chapters 8 and nine are the second book of the Messiah mirroring the law of 
Moses.   

In this text, Jesus demonstrates the power of the Gospel He proclaimed in the 
sermon on the mount early. He heals the leper who had been excluded from Israel.  
He healed the servant of the gentile centurion.  He cast out the demons. And now 
He returns from gentile territory to his own city. Matthew's message is clear. There 
are not two Gospels but one Gospel, one preaching, one word of God. There is not 
one for the Jews and another for the Gentiles. No, because God is one and his 
people are one. So there is one Lord, one Gospel, one salvation for all who believe 
regardless of who they are.  Against that background, today's reading takes on 
great significance.  

As Jesus returns from Capernaum, a paralytic is brought before him. Everyone 
expects Jesus to restore the man's body. Instead, Jesus reveals something even 
greater, His authority to forgive sins. In this Gospel, we're going to focus on three 
teachings. The first is all of us stand before Christ with the same need. And the 
second is the greatest miracle of Christ is not the healing but the forgiveness of 
sins. Though calling it a miracle is a little bit of a problem because a miracle 
indicates something that is extraordinary.  When in fact God's forgiveness to those 
who repent is not extraordinary. It is in fact what he does all the time. And the third 
is the forgiven are called to rise and live a new life.  

Number one, we all stand before Christ in the same need. Matthew tells us that 
they brought Jesus the paralytic.  In the English, it says lying on a bed. The Greek 



text uses gives a more literal meaning of “having been cast down.” Earlier in the 
Gospel of Matthew, the same word was used for the centurion’s servant, for Peter's 
mother-in-law. By repeating this expression, Jesus is teaching us that Jew and 
Gentile alike stand in the same condition. We are all cast down. All are helpless. All 
need the saving word of Christ. No one possesses an advantage over anyone else 
when it comes to this teaching. We are all cast down without exception. This is the 
Gospel's first lesson. Our differences may seem important to us, but before God, 
every person stands in need of mercy. The paralytic represents not only one sick 
man but in fact all of humanity which is unable to save itself and is dependent 
upon God and his grace and his gracious intervention to lift us up so that we can 
live according to his will.  

Matthew records a very beautiful detail. It says when Jesus saw their faith, even 
before the miracle takes place, Jesus recognizes their faith and he addresses the 
man's paralysis. But it's a paralysis not of the body, but it is a paralysis of sin. He 
sees faith, but before he heals the body, he recognizes those who have entrusted 
themselves to him. Faith always receives the Word before it experiences His power. 
It expects what it does not see. The truth in the Gospel is humbling and 
comforting at the same time because we do not come before Christ in a state of 
worthiness, but we come to him because we need him. Whether we have walked 
with the Lord for many years or have only recently begun seeking him or taking our 
religion seriously, we all stand in the same place before his mercy. The church, the 
community of faith, is not a gathering of those who have no need of grace, but are 
those who know that they cannot live without it. If we stand before Christ with the 
same need, the next question follows naturally. How does Christ meet that need? 
The answer surprises everyone in the house.  

And this leads us to the second point and that is that Christ's greatest miracle is 
the forgiveness of sins. Instead of saying rise and walk, Jesus says, "Take heart, my 
son. Your sins are forgiven.” The crowd expected healing. But Jesus begins with 
forgiveness because sin is humanity's deepest and most profound paralysis. 
Physical illness affects the body, but sin separates us from our maker. Christ 
therefore heals the deeper wound first. Notice the compassion in the words of 
Christ before speaking of forgiveness. He says, "Take heart, my son." The one who 
possesses Divine authority also speaks with the compassion of God, that is the God 
who sent him. Before the paralytic walks, he is restored to the fellowship with the 
heavenly father.  

The scribes, on the other hand, immediately understand this implication. Their 
objection is not that Jesus healed a man, but that he claimed the authority to 



forgive sins. The scribes believed only God could forgive. But by offering 
forgiveness free of charge, Jesus acts as a witness against his opponents, proving 
that he is not abolishing the law, but fulfilling it by bringing the very mercy that the 
law pointed toward. To the scribes, this was a scandal, but to the paralytic, it was 
life itself.  

Notice Jesus uses the title “Son of man” and this is to show that He is the new 
Adam. He is the representative of a new humanity demonstrating that this authority 
to forgive is not a distant divine decree but an authority now active on earth. 
Whereas the “Son of man,” he brings the new spirit promised by Ezekiel from 
whence this title comes. A spirit that creates a new heart and a new life accessible 
to all who are cast down. We may often ask God to remove the burdens of life while 
forgetting our deepest need. We pray for health, peace, and relief from suffering. 
Yet Christ teaches us to seek first reconciliation with the one who made us. Every 
Divine Liturgy that you celebrate and participate in follows this same pattern before 
we receive the holy mysteries. We confess our sins because forgiveness is the 
beginning of every true healing. You may die in perfect health, brothers and sisters, 
and yet be thrown into the fire. We must get our priorities straight. The paralytic 
has received from the Lord both forgiveness and healing. Yet the same miracle that 
awakens faith in some hardens the heart of others.  

The forgiven are called to rise to a new life. The healing of the paralytic reveals 
more than Christ's authority. It reveals the condition of the human heart. Standing 
in the same room are two different responses to Christ. The paralytic and those 
who are carried by him come in faith. The scribes stand nearby in judgment. Now 
in this text we have the validation of the Gospel Word. Matthew tells us that the 
scribes said within themselves this man is blaspheming. Jesus answers by healing 
the paralytic to prove that his word is efficacious. The visible miracle validates the 
invisible reality. The Word that can make a man walk is the same word that has the 
power to forgive sins. And notice the authority is given to men in the text. The 
crowds respond differently than the scribes. Matthew tells us that they glorified 
God who had given such authority to men. This plural is vital to understanding this 
text. It signals the extension of the Apostolic ministry. This authority to forgive and 
heal was not intended for Jesus alone. It was a gift to be possessed by his disciples 
and those who followed him to the men that is to human beings who followed him. 
Why? So that the Gospel could be carried from Jerusalem to the ends of the earth.  

This is the beginning of the mission of the 12 that follows in the next chapter that is 
chapter 10 of the Gospel of Matthew. Each time this Gospel is proclaimed, we 



stand in that same house in Capernaum. We may come like the paralytic 
confessing our need and receiving Christ's mercy with gratitude. Or we may stand 
with the scribes allowing pride to keep us from the very forgiveness God desires to 
give. The greatest obstacle to salvation is not weakness and sin but self-sufficiency. 
Christ calls us to humble ourselves, receive his mercy, and follow him in newness 
of life. The journey that began with Jesus crossing the sea has now reached its 
goal. He has returned to his own city, proclaimed the same Gospel to Israel that he 
proclaimed to the Gentiles and revealed his authority by forgiving and restoring the 
paralytic.  

Now, let's gather together these points as we conclude. Notice again, this Gospel 
has revealed three things. We all stand before Christ in the same need. Whether 
Jew or Gentile, young or old, man or woman, we all come before him as sinners 
who depend entirely upon his mercy. And Christ's greatest miracle is the 
forgiveness of sins, not the healing. This is what you should see most of all. Before 
he heals the body, he restores the soul, acting as the son of man who brings God's 
authority to this earth. And then finally, the word that forgives sins. Forgives sins for 
a reason. so that you will stop sinning and that you will walk in the path of God. 
Otherwise, what's the point? Can't play games. The healing is to make you different 
in this world. Now, the authority given to men continues in the Church today. It's 
not just in the olden days. The same Lord who entered Capernaum enters his 
Church now. He's entering it today in the Eucharist. Pay attention. He still speaks 
with Divine authority. He still says to every repentant sinner, “Take heart, my child. 
Your sins are forgiven.”  He still commands us to rise and leave behind the paralysis 
of sin and walk this newness of life. Therefore, let us come before him with the faith 
of the paralytic and those who brought him to Christ. Let us receive his forgiveness 
with thankful hearts. Arise in the strength that he alone provides and glorify the 
God who has bestowed such authority upon his son, upon his disciples and 
apostles and upon us today through the power of this word of God which brings 
salvation. May this be our experience today in this church here in Lewes Delaware.  

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
Christ is among us. >> He is an ever shall be 

Help us, save us. Have mercy upon us and keep us, oh God, by thy grace 

Link to Sermon - https://youtu.be/EMIodb3-o1Y?t=5680  

https://youtu.be/EMIodb3-o1Y?t=5680

