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Christ is among us >> He is and ever shall be!

Today we are going to talk about living the Divine Liturgy in the world. The responsibility
imparted to us in the Divine Liturgy does not end when the faithful leave the church building.
The Divine Liturgy concludes when God sends his people forth under obligation. When we
hear the words, "Let us depart in peace," we are not being simply dismissed. We are being
commissioned. Everything that has taken place, standing before God, hearing his word,
offering obedience, receiving holy communion, moves toward this final act. God sends those
whom he has addressed and fed to live under his authority in the world. T he operative word
that characterizes this life to be lived in the world is “Peace.” This peace is not merely
experienced, it is made. Our Lord declares, "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be
called children of God." In scripture, peace, DOV (Shalom); in Greek, eipfyvn (eirini); in Arabic,
s (salam) does not mean the absence of conflict. It means wholeness, right order, and

restored relationships under God's rule.

To live in peace is to live a life ordered by obedience, a life that is sound, a life that is complete,
a life that is whole. And this leads to the very first point. God sends His people under
obligation to live in this peace, in this wholeness. The dismissal of the Divine Liturgy is not a
polite conclusion. Itis a command. God releases His people from the gathered assembly in
order to place them under responsibility in the world where they spend most of their time.
Those who are sent have already stood before God, heard his word, offered themselves, and
received his divine gift. They now go forth bearing the weight of what they have received.

The liturgy teaches that the faithful do not leave as private individuals. They leave as those
who have been claimed by God. Their actions, words, and decisions now stand under Divine
scrutiny. To be sent in peace means to live under God's rule in every place where his people
go. Peace therefore is not withdrawal from the world but a faithful presence within the world.
It is the fruit of obedience. Where God's authority is honored, peace is made visible.
Soundness and wholeness and reconciliation is found. where his authority is resisted.

However, peace fractures and conflict arises. The sending of the faithful declares that
obedience and therefore peace is not confined to sacred space. God's authority extends into
the homes and into the workplaces, into the relationships, and into the conflicts that we meet
throughout the week. To depart in peace is to depart resolved to live rightly ordered lives
under God.

So don't treat the dismissal as an ending.

Receive it as God's command to live in peace by living under his authority in every aspect of
your life wherever you go.



Since God sends his people under obligation to live in this peace, the life beyond the church
becomes the place where God is testing us. So the world becomes the arena where peace is
lived and God scrutinizes us. Once sent, the faithful enter a world shaped by competing
powers and false loyalties. The Divine Liturgy prepares them to resist these forces by training
them in obedience because peace cannot exist where rival authorities are obeyed. As the Lord
said, “You cannot serve two masters.” You will either love the one and hate the other or be
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve two masters if you want this
peace that God wants to give you. What has been received in worship must now be enacted
in daily life. The Word heard in the liturgy governs speech and conduct. The offering made at
the altar teaches self-giving and self-restraint. Communion forbids hypocrisy and demands
integrity.

This is the wholeness. This is the D1Y¥ (shalom). This is the peace.
Peace cannot be sustained where worship and life are divided.

The liturgy forms a people who understand that peace flows from obedience. D>¥ (shalom)
in scripture follows righteousness. It is the settled order that comes when life is aligned with
God's will. For this reason, peace is not occasional. It is continual. God claims every moment,
not just sacred time, not just this little bit of time we spend on a Sunday morning. The faithful
are sent into the world to live as peace makers. Not by compromise, but by faithfulness. They
carry into the world the order they have received from God. So do not divide worship from
daily life. Allow the discipline of the Liturgy to govern your decisions, your work, and your
relationships, even with those you don't like. That peace may be lived and made visible in this
world, so that God's glory may be commended. Because peace is lived through obedience
beyond the gathered assembly here, the faithful remain accountable to God for what they
have received.

And again, let me restate. God holds his people accountable for the peace they've been given.

That is for the wholeness that came into their bodies when they opened their mouths and
received the sacred gifts of the body and blood of Christ. The body and blood are one. It's
complete. It's whole. It's perfect. And we are to live that wholeness, that peace in the world.

God does not send his people into the world therefore without expecting something from us.
Those who have heard his Word and received his gift are accountable for how they live. The
Divine Liturgy increases this responsibility. It does not reduce it. The faithful are judged not
by what they claim therefore but how they obey. God has spoken. God has given Himself.
God has commanded a response. The life of the faithful becomes a testimony either to peace
received and lived out or to peace and wholeness refused. This accountability is not meant to
burden us but to clarify the teaching for us and make the straight path before our feet.

The faithful know before whom they stand and to whom they must answer.



God's mercy does not remove responsibility. It establishes it.

Peace is preserved where obedience is maintained. Do not forget what you have heard and
have received in the Divine Liturgy. Live vigilantly knowing that God holds his people
accountable for living the peace they have received. God sends his people in peace. He tests
their obedience in the world and holds them accountable. This is the purpose of the Divine
Liturgy.

Now throughout this series in the Divine Liturgy, we have seen that the liturgy places us before
God. It teaches us by his word. It commands our offering. In it, God gives himself in Holy
Communion and sends us forth under responsibility. The liturgy is not an isolated event. It is
God's means of forming a people who are to live under his authority and therefore live in
peace in wholeness in DYDY (shalom), elpfjvn (eirini), adw (salam).

This is why God's gospel given to us today, the Prodical Son gospel speaks so clearly to us.
The son returns to the father and this return is not merely an emotional relief. He comes back
to his father in peace living under his authority and there he finds wholeness, restoration and
life itself. So it is with us. Peace is not found in departure from God but in return. It is not
found in independence but in obedience. The Divine Liturgy sends us into the world so that
we may live as sons and daughters who know where they belong. And only those who are
peace makers are called the children of God.

May we depart in peace, not as words spoken, but as lives ordered under God's will, until we
stand once more before him in his presence. In the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit. Help us, save us, have mercy upon us, and keep us, oh God, by thy grace,

Link to homily -> https://youtu.be/OgOv7/HsTors?t=5446
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