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Christ is among us >> He is and ever shall be! 

Today the church places us at the gate of Great Lent.  Forgiveness Sunday today is not a 
sentimental custom. It is the threshold of the kingdom. Our Lord speaks these words from the 
mountain. The very words that we heard in this Gospel reading today.  He sits as the 
authoritative Son which in biblical terminology means he is the slave of God delivering not 
suggestions but the definitive will of God.  This is the righteousness of the Kingdom. This is the 
law of the spirit of life.  In this Gospel reading today, Matthew 6:14-21, Christ binds together 
three realities. The first forgiveness as the condition of divine forgiveness.  Second, fasting as 
hidden repentance before the father.  And thirdly, treasure as the true location of the heart.   

Forgiveness, the condition of communion with the Father. Jesus said, "For if you forgive men 
their trespasses, your heavenly Father also will forgive you."  These words conclude the Lord's 
prayer and interpret it for us.  When we say forgive us our debts, we bind ourselves to release 
the debts of others.  This is not a metaphor.  It is Kingdom law. The Jubilee year mentioned in 
Leviticus 25 released all debts because God had first released Israel from bondage.  
Forgiveness among men reflects deliverance from God and refusal to forgive denies the mercy 
we ourselves have received from God.  The disciples righteousness must exceed that of the 
scribes and the Pharisees.  And that excess so to speak is not stricter observance but radical 
mercy.  Matthew confirms this in the judgment scene of chapter 25, which you remember, 
 where the final separation is determined by how one treated the least of these my brethren, 
the weakest of the brethren, the unattended of the brethren, the outcasts of society, the 
unwanted of society, those without the proper papers, those who have no citizenship, those 
who are the most vulnerable wherever they happen to be.  And care for these others defines 
our standing before God.  Therefore, forgiveness is not emotional relief.  It is obedience. It is 
acknowledgment that we stand before God as debtors who were released freely because God 
loved us.  

So before we fast, we must forgive. Before we repent, we must release. Before we approach 
the chalice, we must dismiss the debts of our brothers and sisters.  Forgiveness Sunday is not 
a symbolic but a decisive day.  God does not forgive the man who clings to resentment nor 
does he absolve the one who withholds mercy from others.  We must release the debt, let go 
of the grievance, and forgive from our heart. Since forgiveness restores communion with the 
father, the Lord turns to the posture of that restored communion which is hidden repentance. 
Fasting.  This is repentance before the father who sees in secret.  When you fast, the Lord said, 
“Do not be like the hypocrites.”  Now in Israel in the first century, fasting expressed mourning 
for sin.  But here Christ exposes a deeper sin, lovelessness masked by religious display. 
Matthew places alms giving first, then prayer, then fasting.  Why? Because care for the 
needy outranks personal devotion. 



Righteousness is measured by how we treat other people. And even prayer and fasting must 
bow to the supremacy of mercy. The hypocrite disfigures his face so that he may be seen by 
others and performs righteousness publicly receiving his reward immediately in human 
recognition, leaving nothing for the judgment of God.  But the disciple stands before the 
Father who sees in secret.  Now the Jerusalem temple in the first century once functioned as a 
treasury and displayed visible piety, yet it fell.  And all visible religious security proved 
temporary.  The Father does not dwell in a structure sustained by public donations.  He sees 
the hidden heart and judges the interior intention.  True fasting is therefore not theatrical 
deprivation but quiet repentance and the reordering of the heart before God its maker.  Now, 
as we enter Lent, we fast because God saved us and because we owe him our very life, in fact, 
our very breath.  We fast because he will feed us at his table in the kingdom of heaven. We 
must wash our face and anoint our head so that no one sees what only the father must judge.  
We must remove bitterness, give to the needy, and pray in the hidden room.  Our repentance 
must be real and not visible.   

Since true repentance happens in secret before God the Father, the Lord reveals in the text the 
final issue and that is where the heart ultimately rests.  Treasure. That's the location of the 
heart. The Lord said, "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth.”  Treasure evokes again 
the temple treasury where wealth once seemed secure.  Yet moth, rust, thieves, and the 
empire proved otherwise."  In 70 AD, the temple fell and earthly security vanished.  Christ's 
disciples faced the temptation to shift their trust from Jerusalem to Rome, from one visible 
power to another visible power.  But empires pass and all earthly storehouses decay.  So be on 
the watch!  Be on the lookout!  Don't take your social standing in this world as it exists at this 
moment for granted. For as the song says, “The times they are changing.”   

The issue for Jesus is vision for the disciple must see reality correctly.  The heart follows the 
treasure. If treasure lies in possessions, the heart becomes anxious.  If treasure lies in 
reputation, the heart becomes enslaved to approval.  If treasure lies in earthly stability, the 
heart trembles when structures collapse.  But treasure stored in heaven cannot be stolen.  It 
cannot decay and cannot fall with a city or crumble with an empire that falls.  To store treasure 
in heaven is to align oneself with the coming Kingdom of Heaven and to invest in forgiveness, 
mercy, hidden righteousness, and obedience to God the Father.   Brothers and sisters, we 
must examine our treasure by asking what we fear losing?  What consumes our thoughts?  And 
what we protect most fiercely.  Because where the heart is, where that treasure is, that's where 
our heart abides.  And it will stay there as long as that is our treasure.  Lent.  This new season 
calls us to relocate our treasure by storing mercy, obedience, faithfulness, and what the Father 
alone sees.   

Because the heart follows the treasure.  And since the Father judges the heart, Christ has 
brought us full circle in this Gospel, showing that forgiveness, repentance, and treasure are 
one movement toward the kingdom.  Now today the Lord establishes the Law of the Kingdom 
in this text by teaching us three very important and non-negotiable truths.  One, forgiveness 



restores communion with the father. Number two, fasting purifies repentance before the 
father who sees in secret.  And three treasure reveals where the heart truly belongs.  The Lord 
God commands forgiveness.  Why?  Because he forgave us.  He commands hidden fasting 
because righteousnesses belongs to the Father's judgment.  He commands heavenly treasure 
because only the Kingdom of Heaven will endure when all of the empires crumble into dust 
and become a byword of history.  As we enter Great Lent, God calls us to release our brothers 
and sisters from their debts to us, repent before God in secret, and store our life where moth 
and rust cannot reach.  Therefore, we must forgive, fast rightly, and relocate our hearts.  For 
where our treasure is, there our hearts will be.  Also, may we at St. Andrews here in Lewes, 
Delaware, take the right path.  

In the name of the Father, the Son and of the Holy Spirit >> Amen 

Link to homily -> https://youtu.be/i88jNQCZBxA?t=5220 
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