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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen.  

 

This, today, is the second of a five-part series on the divine Liturgy . Last Sunday, we 

established that the divine Liturgy places us before God under his authority.  We now turn to 

what God does once His people are gathered in his presence. God speaks. God says, "Wisdom, 

let us attend."  And in so doing, he is indicating that he does not speak to entertain, to inform, 

but to command, to judge, and to give life. The Liturgy of the Word is the moment when God 

addresses his people directly.  And everything that follows depends on whether that Word is 

received in obedience or resisted in hardness of heart.  In this sermon, I will show that the 

proclamation of scripture in the divine Liturgy is God's authoritative address to his people.  

That hearing the Word places us under judgment as well as mercy and that the Word of God 

demands concrete obedience from those who stand before him. This is the necessary next 

step in our journey.  

 

Since God has summoned us into his presence, he now teaches us by His Word and holds us 

accountable for how we heal. So the very first point is in the Liturgy God speaks with 

authority. When the scriptures are proclaimed in the divine Liturgy, it is God Himself who 

speaks. The readings are not historical artifacts, inspirational texts or material for discussion.  

They are the living voice of God addressing his people in the present moment. The church does 

not explain the Word before hearing it.  She stands in silence and listens because the Lord is 

speaking. God's Word in the Liturgy is performative. It does what it says!  It exposes sin, 

reveals truth, and calls the hearer into obedience.  The faithful do not gather to evaluate the 

Word, but to submit to the Word.  This is the first point.  The posture of listening, standing, 

attending, and responding teaches that the Word comes from above and places the hearer under 

its authority. To hear God's Word in the Liturgy is to stand under command.  God speaks so 

that His will may be known and obeyed, not admired and certainly not forgotten.  So don't 

listen casually when the scriptures are proclaimed.  Attend carefully knowing that God is 

addressing you and that his Word places you under obligation.  Since God speaks with 

authority in the  Liturgy, hearing his Word inevitably becomes a matter of judgment.   

 

But that's not all.  And this is the second point.  Hearing the Word places us under judgment, 

yes, but also under mercy. God's Word never leaves ever leaves the hearer unchanged.  It either 

softens the heart in repentance or hardens it in resistance.  When the Word is proclaimed in the 

Liturgy, it tests the faithful, judging not only actions but intentions and exposing what lies 

hidden within the heart.  It exposes obedience where it is rendered and rebellion where it 

remains.  This judgment is not opposed to mercy.  It is the means by which mercy is given.  

God reveals sin so that it may be repented of and exposes resistance so that it may be 

overcome.  But the same Word that heals also condemns when it is ignored.  To hear without 

obeying is not neutrality, it is rejection!  The Liturgy therefore teaches the faithful to fear the 

Word of God not with terror but with seriousness.  Those who stand before God must reckon 



 

 

with what they have heard.  Do not explain away the Word when it confronts you.  Allow it to 

judge your habits, your priorities, and your obedience.  Receive correction as mercy rather than 

resisting.  Because the Word of God judges and gives life.  It necessarily demands a response 

beyond the moment and the instant of the hearing.   

 

And this leads us to our final point. The Word of God demands obedience in life.  The Liturgy 

does not end with the proclamation of the Word.  It presses the Word into our lives.  God 

speaks so that his people may live differently.  The hearing of scripture without obedience is 

contradiction.  Those who hear God's command and remain unchanged deny the authority of 

the one who spoke. The Word proclaimed in the  Liturgy orders the entire life of the faithful.  

It governs speech, conduct, decisions, and relationships.  It forms a people who know what 

God requires and who are therefore responsible to live according to those requirements. 

Obedience is not optional!  It is the proper response to Divine speech.  Those who hear rightly 

are prepared to move deeper into the Liturgy, toward offering and sacrifice.  Those who refuse 

to obey remain divided, hearing with their ears but not with their hearts.  

 

In the Liturgy, we are called to lift up our hearts unto the Lord, in scripture upon which the 

Liturgy is based.  The heart refers to the will and the intention.  Therefore, to lift one's heart to 

the Lord is to put oneself in the submissive posture of obedience and acquiescence to God's 

will.  Carry the Word you have heard into your daily life. Let it govern your actions and 

decisions, knowing that God speaks in theLiturgy so that his people may obey Him 

everywhere.  Since God speaks, judges, and commands to his Word, the Liturgy of the Word 

prepares us for the offering that must follow, which is the Eucharist.  Today we have seen that 

in the divine Liturgy God speaks with authority and His Word places the hearer under 

judgment and mercy and that obedience is the necessary response to hearing rightly. This 

teaching builds upon what we have already seen that is those who stand before God must listen 

as those accountable to him. In the next sermon, we will move from hearing to offering. 

Having been addressed by God's Word, we will consider how the Liturgy of the faithful calls 

the people of God to present themselves, their labor, their lives in obedience and in sacrifice.  

 

May we never hear the Word lightly. May we attend with serious attention, receive correction, 

with humility, and obey with faithfulness, knowing that the Lord will speak and judge us one 

day. 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

 

Help us save us have mercy upon us and keep us oh God by thy Grace 

 

Link to homily -> https://youtu.be/x2MdXCIK9k4?t=5261  

https://youtu.be/x2MdXCIK9k4?t=5261

