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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. >> Amen.
Christ is among us. >> He is and ever shall be!

Today we are talking about offering ourselves to God in obedience. In the first two
installments of this five-part series on the Divine Liturgy, we spoke of standing before God and
hearing his word. Today in this third part will deal with how the Divine Liturgy now presses
the faithful toward a necessary response. God does not speak so that his people may remain
unchanged. He speaks so that they may obey Him. The Liturgy of the faithful begins
precisely at this point. Once God has addressed his people, he commands them to offer
themselves before Him with the words, “The doors, the doors in wisdom, let us attend.”
Traditionally in our church, the catechumans would be dismissed at that point.

In this sermon, I will show that the Liturgy of the faithful is God's summons to obedient
offering. That the presentation of the gifts of bread and wine places the whole life of the
faithful before God. And that true offering requires surrender, rather than mere gesture. Since
God has spoken and judged through his word, He now demands a response that takes concrete
form in offering and in sacrifice, which leads to the very first point. God commands his people
to offer themselves before him. The transition from the Liturgy of the Word to the Liturgy of
the faithful is not accidental. God speaks first, then he commands action. The dismissal of the
Catechumans makes clear that only those prepared to respond in obedience remain. The
faithful do not stay because they are worthy, however, but because they are now responsible.
In the preparation or the presentation of the gifts, God calls his people to place their lives
before him. Bread and wine are brought forward, but they represent far more than material
elements. They stand for labor, time, endurance, obedience. God does not ask for words at this
moment. He commands offering. The Liturgy teaches that worship without offering is
incomplete. To stand before God and withhold obedience is to contradict the very act of
worship itself. So do not withhold yourself when God commands offering. Place your labor,
your time, and your obedience before him without reservation, without holding anything back.

Since God commands his people to offer themselves, the meaning of this offering must now be
made clear. Which leads to the second point. The offering places the whole life under God's
authority. The offering in the Divine Liturgy is not symbolic performance. It is the placing of
the whole life under God's authority. What is brought to the altar represents everything that
sustains daily life, food and drink. By commanding this offering, God claims lordship over the
entirety of our lives, not merely moments of worship. The prayers of the offering make this
unmistakable. God is acknowledged as the one who receives, sanctifies, and transforms what
is placed before him. The faithful do not control the outcome of the offering. They surrender
it. God alone gives it purpose and meaning. Through this act, the Liturgy trains obedience.
The faithful learn that nothing they possess stands outside God's claim. Time, strength, work,
and desire are all placed under his command. Do not restrict God's authority to the walls of the
church. Submit every aspect of your life to his command, knowing that the offering teaches




total obedience. Now, because God claims the whole of life through offering, the Liturgy now
draws the faithful into the great remembrance and surrender, which leads us to the third point.

The offering prepares the faithful for sacrifice and communion with God. The offering of the
bread and wine leads directly into the great prayer of remembrance and thanksgiving. That is
the anaphora. God recalls in the anaphora his saving acts not to inform his people but to draw
them into obedience shaped by sacrifice. What God has done demands a response that mirrors
his self-giving. The faithful are reminded that obedience is indeed costly. To offer oneself to
God is to accept transformation, which may often be quite painful but nonetheless necessary.
God does not receive offerings to leave his people unchanged. He receives them to sanctify
and to reshape them according to his will. The Liturgy therefore prepares the faithful for
communion, by first teaching them to surrender. Only those who have learned to offer
themselves in obedience are ready to receive the gift that God gives. Do not approach the holy
gifts without this surrender. Let the discipline of offering prepare you to receive what God
gives according to his gracious and generous will. Since God commands offering, claims the
whole of life and preserves his people through surrender. The purpose of the Liturgy of the
faithful becomes clear.

Today we have seen that the Liturgy of the faithful is God's command to obedient offering.
That the presentation of the gifts places the whole life under God's divine authority and that
surrender prepares the faithful for sacrifice and communion with the God who made them.

This teaching follows necessarily from what has come before. Those who have stood before
God and those who have heard His Word must now respond in action. Now in the next sermon
we will confront the reality of Holy Communion and the life demanded of those who receive
Christ. The Liturgy does not permit separation. remember, between worship and obedience.
God claims his people entirely and he gives himself to those who submit to his will. May we
here in Lewes, Delaware in 2026 never offer empty gestures. May we offer ourselves in
obedience knowing that the Lord who commands surrender also gives us life.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Help us, save us, have mercy
upon us, and keep us, oh God, by thy grace.

Link to sermon -> https://youtu.be/iS20xIxrbyI?t=5595
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