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 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

Christ is born >> Glorify him 

Christ has come from heaven >> Receive him  

Christ is on earth >> Be lifted up.  

 

Standing before God in the Divine Liturgy. Today we begin a deliberate and demanding 

journey through the Divine Liturgy.  This is not a sentimental reflection on worship nor an 

aesthetic appreciation of sacred forms, it is a call to stand honestly before God and to recognize 

what the Liturgy truly does to those who enter it.  The Divine Liturgy is not a religious event of 

we observe; it is the place where God summons his people, speaks His Word, imposes His will 

and forms a people who must answer to Him.  The Divine Liturgy begins with the words, 

“Blessed is the Kingdom of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  In this first 

sermon, I want to establish the ground on which the following weeks everything else will 

stand.  I will show that the Divine Liturgy places us before God, under His authority and that 

the Liturgy disciplines us through God's Word and God's Command and that the Liturgy sends 

us into the world as those accountable for what we have received. And because this sermon 

opens the five-part series, which we will continue to the beginning of next month, I will also 

indicate where we are going. Next, we will attend carefully to the Liturgy of the Word.  Then 

we will enter the Liturgy of the faithful, and then the offering of the gifts.  After that, we will 

talk about the reality of Holy Communion and the life that follows its reception.  And finally, 

we will gather all that has been taught and face the demand to live the Liturgy beyond the walls 

of the church and beyond that brief period of time we spend together on a Sunday morning. 

This is our path today, standing before God, being disciplined by his Word, and being sent in 

obedience. 

 

 The first point the Divine Liturgy places us before God, under His Authority.  The Divine 

Liturgy does not begin with human initiative it begins with God.  God summons.  God gathers.  

God speaks.  When the faithful assemble, they do not come as autonomous individuals or 

spectators evaluating a religious service.  They come as those summoned before the living 

God, whose presence judges every heart.  The Liturgy strips away illusions of neutrality and 

comfort. It establishes a relationship of authority.  God is Lord, and his people stand before 

him to hear and to obey. In the Liturgy, we are confronted with a God who is not manageable 

or negotiable.  His Word is proclaimed, not suggested.  His Commandments are given, not 

debated. The prayers of the Liturgy do not flatter us. They humble us.  The posture of worship, 

standing, bowing, listening, teaches us that we are not equals entering a conversation, but 

servants, indeed slaves, entering the presence of the Master.  This standing before God is not 

symbolic. It is real.  

 

The Liturgy places us in a position of accountability.  It exposes presumption, dissolves 

entitlement, and reveals whether we are willing to submit ourselves to the Will of God or 

whether we merely tolerate His presence. So do not approach the Liturgy casually.  Let the fear 



 

 

of God govern how you enter, how you listen, and how you respond.  Recognize that you stand 

before the Lord who speaks and expects obedience.   

 

Now, since the Liturgy establishes our standing before God, we must now consider how God 

acts upon us once we stand there. And this leads us to the second point that I want you to take 

in. The Divine Liturgy disciplines us through God's word and command.  Once God has 

summoned His people together, He speaks to them.  The Liturgy of the word is not information 

for reflection, but command for obedience.  Scripture is proclaimed so that the Will of God 

may be made clear and so that the hearts of the faithful may be tested.  God's word does not 

invite discussion. It demands response. 

 

Through the readings, prayers, proclamation, the Liturgy disciplines the faithful. It exposes 

where the heart resists God, where habits contradict His will, and where obedience has been 

delayed. The Word of God confronts sin, corrects error, and orders life according to the divine 

truth. To hear without obeying is to harden the heart. To listen without repentance is to stand 

condemned by the very word that gives life. The Liturgy teaches submission not through 

sentiment, but through repetition and discipline.  Week after week, the faithful are placed 

under the same word, the same prayers, the same commands, so that obedience becomes 

habitual and resistance is worn down.  God does not entertain his people.  He trains them. 

So do not resist the Word when it confronts you.  Allow the teaching of the Liturgy to expose 

disobedience and to correct your life.  Submit where God commands rather than explaining 

yourself away.  Because God establishes our standing and disciplines us by His Word, the 

Liturgy necessarily directs us beyond it.   

 

And this leads to the third important point.  The Divine Liturgy sends us into the world 

accountable for what we have received.  The Divine Liturgy does not conclude by releasing the 

faithful from obligation; it concludes by sending them under obligation.  The dismissal is not 

an ending but a commissioning.   Those who have stood before God heard his word and 

submitted themselves to His command are now sent to live according.  The Liturgy prepares 

people who must answer for what they have heard.  The world does not need observers of 

worship.  It needs men and women whose lives have been disciplined by obedience! 

 

Those sent forth from the Liturgy carry responsibility to speak truth, to resist sin, to show 

mercy, and to live in a way that reflects submission to God rather than conformity to this 

world.  The faithful do not leave the Liturgy unchanged, if they have truly stood before God. 

They live under judgment and under mercy accountable for what has been given to them.  The 

Liturgy forms a people whose lives must bear witness to the Authority of God.  So do not 

separate worship from life carry the commands of God into your actions into your decisions 

and your relationships.  Live as one who has stood before God and must now answer to Him. 

Now the Liturgy establishes our standing and disciplines our obedience and sends us forth 

under responsibility.  These truths must be gathered together and faced honestly and imbibed 

by us.   

 

Today we have seen that the Divine Liturgy places us under and before the living God and His 

authority. It disciplines us through His Word and Command. It sends us into the world 



 

 

accountable for what we have received.  This sermon establishes the foundation for the 

following presentations on the Divine Liturgy.  In the next sermon, we will attend more closely 

to the Liturgy of the Word and the responsibility of hearing rightly.  After that, we will enter 

the Liturgy of the faithful and the offering of our lives to God.  Then we will confront the 

reality of Holy Communion and the life demanded of those who receive Christ.  Finally, we 

will gather all of these teachings and face the call to live the Liturgy beyond the walls of the 

church.  

 

May we never treat the Divine Liturgy as something familiar or harmless. It is not. May we 

enter with reverence, hear with obedience, and live with faithfulness, knowing that we stand 

before God who speaks and who will judge. 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Help us, save us, have mercy 

upon us, and keep us, O God, by thy grace. 
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