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Christ is risen. >> Indeed, he is risen.

This Sunday we continue our celebration of Pascha. Today we remember the
Myrrhbearing women. We just heard about them in the Gospel reading. These were
the women who were with the Lord when he was crucified on they stood beneath
the cross. Later as we just heard they came to the tomb on the third day in order to
anoint his body and give it a proper burial. I'm hoping to be able to show you this
morning that their ministry to the Lord consisted of much more than what we just
heard about those events that took place after Jesus was crucified and resurrected.

We we heard in the Gospel according to St. Mark (Mark 15:43-47; 16:1-8) that
Joseph of Arimathea went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus so that he
might take it down from the cross and give it a proper burial. Pilot wondered
whether Jesus was already dead because, as you are probably aware, normally
people would suffer for often days on the cross before they finally expired. And
when he found out from the centurion that that Jesus was already dead, he granted
the body to Joseph of Arimathea. And so Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, the
same Nicodemus who had come to the Lord secretly had died and asked him
about the kingdom of heaven, they took the body of Jesus down. Then they laid it
in a new tomb nearby the place where Jesus was crucified on Golgatha. The tomb
which no one had ever laid before. But we also heard that the women these
Myrrhbearing women they followed and they saw where the body of Jesus was laid.

We're told that it was Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joseph. We also
hear that once the Sabbath was passed, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of
James and Solomae made their way to the tomb bearing spices. They went very
early before the sun came up because they, you know, they they knew that it was
dangerous to be doing what they were doing. But they got up early before anybody
else was up before the sun was up in order to go and do the best they could to give
the a proper burial to our Lord by anointing them with spices. So while they were
going, they wondered whether they were going to be able to get into the tomb or
not because they saw that Nicodemus and Joseph had rolled a big stone over the
tomb. So how were they going to be able to move that themselves? Of course,
when they got there, they discovered that in fact the the tomb was open. The stone
had already been rolled back. They want to wanted to dutifully honor the dead Lord



whom they had served in life and they wanted to honor him even now that they
thought he had departed from his life. St. Gregory Palamas points out in his homily
they were not understanding that they were planning to anoint with spices he who
is the fragrance of life, the fragrance of life to those who believe and the fragrance
of death to those who refuse to do so. St. Gregory also points out that this Mary
who is named as both the mother of Joseph, Joseph and the mother of James is
none other than the Theotokos herself. James and Joseph were step-brothers of
the Lord. They were sons of Joseph. And he he points out that the writers of the
Gospel don't name her Mary specifically by herself or as Theotokos because they
thought that if they did so then the testimony she might give would be discredited.
People would say, well, naturally, she's going to say that her son is risen because
she's the mother. She's his mother. So, they didn't name her Mary. They named her
Mary the mother of Joseph, Joseph, and Mary the mother of James.

It's, you know, last week when | when | was here, | talked about faith and about
trials. you know, when the Lord sometimes sends us trials and difficulties or allows
us to experience those things and it's a test of faith. And | was thinking about this
earlier yesterday and today and this must have been a great trial for these women.
| mean, these women had been with him during his whole ministry. They had seen
him. They had seen the miracles that he worked. They've heard his teaching and
they were convinced this was the Messiah. Well, they weren't mistaken. But now
they see him crucified and his saw his body laid in the tomb. They've come to
anoint him. But what a trial this must have been for them in the time between they
saw him last saw him and the time that he was arrested and then crucified and
buried. What a trial it must have been for their faith. And | said last week when | was
when | was speaking to you, | said, you know, sometimes God allows trials for us
because he's has something better in mind. He doesn't just relieve us from things
when we ask right away because he has something better prepared for us. And
there's something | think there was something similar here in the case of the
Myrrhbearing women. They must have been greatly distraught over what over what
they saw done to Jesus. But God didn't prepare something better for them. He
prepared them to go and be the first ones who would see the resurrected Lord.
They would see the tomb the Lord would later appear to them. During his ministry,
these women served the Lord with their belongings. They gave up their own goods
to materially support the ministry of the Lord. They worked with their own hands in
order to ease the earthly burdens and necessities of the Lord and his disciples.
They didn't preach themselves, but they did provide essential logistical support for
the apostles and they worked quietly behind the scenes. They patiently bore the
reproaches of those who reproached the Lord. And when the Lord suffered on
Golgotha, they didn't abandon him, but they stayed with him. Because of their love



and devotion, they were the first to hear from the angel that Christ is risen. As we
heard from Mark, as they were saying to one another, who will roll away the stone
from the door the door of the tomb, looking up, they saw that it was rolled back
because it was very large. And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on
the right hand dressed in a white robe. And they were amazed. And he said to him
not to be amazed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth who was crucified. He's risen. He's
not here. See the place where they laid him, but go tell his disciples and Peter that
he's going before you to Galilee, and there you will see him as he told you. They
received this message with great joy and amazement after the suffering that they
went through of the past the previous several days having seen the Lord arrested,
crucified and then buried. They're the first to hear these words. They receive them
with joy and amazement. Contrast their reaction of joy and amazement with the
apostles who were huddled together in an upper room paralyzed with fear. And
when they did finally receive the word, they received it confusion and hesitation.
St. Tikhon of Zadansk points out that what they did on that day is repeated over
and over again and again in the church today. Whenever we celebrate the liturgy,
we do so in remembrance of the Lord, his teachings, his miracles, his passion and
suffering on the cross, his resurrection on the third day. We also receive the joyful
message just as the Myrrh-bearing women did. And then we go forth and proclaim
it in our lives when we go out into the world.

The lives of the Myrrh-bearing women showed their devotion to the Lord. St.
Tikhon of Zadansk again points out that their love was whole, all-encompassing,
sincere, profound, and their love of the Lord should be an inspiration for us to
follow as well. Their bravery and determination to make their way in to the way to
the tomb in spite of the danger that it involved should inspire us; inspire us to be
diligent in their care for the departed and that we should always be lifting them up
to the Lord and in prayers and remember them. They remind us that those who
love God loved their neighbor as well. They labored in their service to the Lord
because in loving the Lord during his earthly ministries and his disciples and one
another they demonstrated their love for God. They did this without fully
comprehending that the one to whom they ministered was in fact the Lord himself.
Let us also serve the Lord and our neighbor and brothers and sisters. They gave of
their material resources to help the Lord and the apostles. Let us also be generous
with their time with their talents and their resources.

Let us be diligent in their prayers with their prayers embrace the whole the whole
world. Our prayers reach to heaven and it's not necessary for us to ask for many
things even when we pray for others. As you've heard me say time and time again
according St. furious of caps capsica Libya that little prayer Lord Jesus Christ have



mercy on me >> encompasses the whole world with those few little words we don't
we don't just lift ourselves up to the Lord that me

but that me have mercy on me includes everyone that | care about my family my
friends my church family the people who are suffering in wars throughout the
world people who are in need and hunger because we're all | care about about any
anyone else. Their concern is my concern as well. Their well-being is my concern.
Their suffering should at least in some small way be my concern as well. And so
whenever we say that prayer, Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy on me. It's not just me,
not just but no, it's everyone. It's everyone

that | care about. It's all you. All of your concerns, your needs, your worries. Let us
pray to the Lord for his kingdom to come and for the peace from above. And as we
depart today, let us remember the holy merbears and ask for their prayers for us
and join them joining and join them in proclaiming to the world Christ is risen.
Christ is risen. >> Christ is risen. Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and keep us,
oh God, by thy grace

Link to Sermon - https://youtu.be/hpTWIp-Cg94?7t=5391
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