Commentary on Luke Ch 8
Jesus heals a woman and Jairus’ Daughter
Fr. Herman Acker, November 9, 2025

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. Christ is among us.
He is and ever shall be.

In the eighth chapter of the Gospel of Luke, we have a movement. We have a movement
from storms on the sea to storms of the soul. Remember the demoniac possessed by the
legion. And then Jesus, who has calmed the waves, the wind, and cast out the demons,
meets two desperate people: a prominent Jew named Gyrus, whose daughter lies dying,
and an unclean woman, nameless and known only to God. This woman has suffered 12
long years. These two stories are intertwined like two strands of a Gospel thread in this
text. It reveals faith whether from within Israel or from the margins. The idea is that all
find healing in Christ no matter who they are. Luke's deliberate parallels remind us that
Jesus’ power knows no distinction of race, purity, or status. The centurion in chapter 7,
who was a gentile, of course, remember believed from afar. He simply said, "Lord, say the
word and let my servant will be healed” (Luke 7:7). Jairus who is a Jew must learn to trust
even when death itself intervenes. Both the Jew and the Gentile are called into the same
Faith. The Faith that reaches out to receive and the Faith that is willing to wait. [ would
like to share with you three ideas from this gospel text this morning.

First of all, I'd like to emphasize The Faith that Reaches out to Receive, Not

Take, but to Receive. The woman with the flow of blood reaches out. She's tried everything.
She's exhausted every remedy and spent all that she had. She approaches Jesus from
behind, unseen, unclean and uninvited. But her hand reaches out where her voice does not
reach. She does not reach out to grasp, but reaches out to receive. And she thinks to
herself, "If | but touch the fringe of his garment, I will be healed,” and she does so.
Immediately her flow of blood ceases. Jesus questions, "Who touched me?" Which draws
her out into the open. It transforms her secret into something that's public. Her
desperation, her trembling becomes a testimony. Her impurity is replaced with peace.
Jesus says, "Daughter, your faith has made you well. Go in peace” (Luke 8:48). This is a
Faith that reaches out to receive, not to take. And we hear these kinds of words in the
liturgy. When the priest receives the eucharist, he says, "The servant of God, the unworthy
priest RECEIVES the body. He receives the blood. He does not take it.” In fact, he has to
hold out his right hand, taking the bread with his left hand and put it into his right hand in
order to symbolize the fact that he is RECEIVING and not taking. And this woman reaches
out to receive, not to take. She's humble. She wants to receive the gift of God. Sometimes
we come to Christ in the darkness, in shadows. We're tired. We're wounded. We're
uncertain. We don't know always if we belong. Sometimes we feel like outsiders. Yet the
gospel teaches that a touch of faith, however trembling, draws power from Christ. When
we reach out in trust to receive, he calls us not unclean, but a daughter or a son. Our church
here in Lewes, Delaware, must be a place where the trembling can touch Christ's garment
through our compassion, our prayer, and our hospitality.



This faith not only reaches out to receive, but it also has to wait very often. While Jesus is
still speaking the words of peace to this woman, news comes to Jairus, "Your daughter is
dead. Do not trouble the teacher anymore." But Jesus answers, "Do not fear, only believe
and she will be well,” (Luke 8:48-50).

Here is the second kind of Faith. A Faith that’s Willing to Wait. A faith that waits when all
hope seems gone. The first faith reaches out to receive. This faith must trust. It must be
patient. It must tolerate even boredom. Even boredom. Remember this. When you're
prayed and your mind wanders and you're tired of doing the same old thing, you have to
wait. You have to be patient. You may seem dead. Y our activity may be seeming to you
ineffectual. But you must be patient. You must wait. The woman's issue of blood was
healed instantly. But Jairus must walk through delay. He must wait on God. Even though
the crowd is weeping, the people are laughing at him. And there is unbelief in the house.
He waits. Many of us live between promise and fulfillment, between hope and fulfillment.
We've prayed, but we've received no answer. We've meditated, but nothing but silence
seems to follow. Where we expected healing, we find nothing. But the Lord says to us, "Do
not fear. Only believe,” (Luke 8:50). True faith is not measured by how quickly God
answers our prayer. How quickly God acts, but by how steadfastly we trust when he delays
in answering our petitions.

There’s a third aspect of faith. It's a Faith that Raises and It Gives us New Life, new
vibrancy, a new opportunity, a new chance. Jesus takes only Peter, James, and John, and the
parents into the girl's room. The world is laughing at the resurrection, and Jesus calls it
sleep. He takes the child's hand, crossing the boundary between life and death and says,
"Child, arise,” (Luke 8:54). Her spirit returns. She rises and he tells them to give her
something to eat because she cannot live unless she eats. And remember, we cannot live by
bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God. We will be eating
this day and = we will be receiving this day the teaching of Jesus Christ in the bread and the
wine.

Now don't think that this is simply a miracle of healing. It is a preview of the resurrection
and it's a parable of the Gospel itself. For the child of God, Israel will also rise through the
Word of Christ, sharing the same meal as the nations, the new family of faith, which
includes all of us.

The Lord today speaks to us in His Church and he says, "Child, arise." He raises what we
thought was dead. He raises our faith. He can restore our relationships. He can give us
hope. And then He commands that the risen life be nourished. Give her something to eat.
The Church is called to feed those who are raised with scripture, with fellowship, with the
Eucharist until all of God's children, Jew and Gentile alike, sit at his Messianic table. And
this Messianic table will be filled on that day. And it will be filled with people that you do
not expect. And many of you will be surprised, but you should not be surprised because if |,
if you, if we made it to that table, we should not be surprised that the worst of sinners
should have been found there as well. Remember the communion prayer of, “...whom I am
chief.” Well, Brothers and Sisters, this Gospel of Luke gives two stories, but these stories
are really one story. A Faith that reaches out to receive and a Faith that waits even though




there may be a delay. Both of these meet in the same Christ who gives peace, who conquers
death and who gathers together a new family from every people. The woman and the child,
one healed, one raised are twin witnesses to the one teaching, the one Gospel. And to all of
us who fear or despair. Jesus still speaks and he says, "Do not fear. Only believe." May this
be our lot, our lot of faith and belief here in Lewes, Delaware.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Link to Sermon -> https://www.youtube.com /watch?v=VcVZk87VPSY&t=5192s
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