
 

 

Commentary on Luke Chapters 7 and 8  
Christ’s Authority Knows No boundaries  

Fr. Herman Acker, October 26, 2025 
 
In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Christ is among us. 
 
He is and ever shall be.  
 
In the Gospel of Luke, chapters 8 and 9 form a powerful sequence of events. Revelation 
comes and then there is a response.  Earlier before this narrative, Jesus calmed the storm.  
He healed the sick.  But now in this story, he crosses the sea into gentile territory.  It's the 
land of the Gerasenes. This is the only recorded instance in Luke's Gospel where Jesus steps 
outside of the Jewish community.  The scene is very powerful.  Before this scene, we had 
chaos and wind.  And Jesus said to the storm, "Be still,” and the wind and the water were 
calm. In this story, we see a man that is bound by demons is set free.  The town's people are 
filled with fear and ask Jesus to leave because their livelihood has been put in jeopardy.  Yet 
through all of this, there's one message, and that is that Christ's authority and mercy know 
no boundaries.  Whether he's with his own people or he is in another land outside of his 
community, this mercy of the Gospel knows no boundaries, none whatsoever.  Today, I'd 
like to consider three truths that come from this story.  
 
One is that the power of Christ is universal that his mercy reaches to the outsider no 
matter who they are.  And that this mission of Christ continues through us who are called to 
be his witnesses and to all of those who are freed from their bondage. If he frees you, he's 
giving you a responsibility AND simultaneously to help others to be free.  So Christ's power 
is universal.  Jesus calmed the storm earlier on the Sea of Galilee while being in the boat.  
Now he steps on the foreign soil. He faces even a greater tempest than the one he faced 
before.  He faces a man who is possessed by a legion.  And you know the Romans had 
legions 3 to 5,000 men in a legion.  And so there's political ideals going on here.  There's the 
political power that is exercising authority over the people.  Now both scenes, the coming 
of the sea and the casting out of the demons represent chaos and destruction being 
overcome by divine authority.  The sea was a symbol of untamed power. The demons 
symbolize spiritual bondage.  In both cases, Christ simply speaks the Word, the one Word, 
“Be still. Come out of him.  Obey.”  And the storm obeys. And the demons obey. And the 
demons were so frightened of Christ that when they first encountered him, they said, "Do 
not torment us before the time."  In other words, they're imagining, since the judge is 
standing before them that the end of 
times has come and they will now be judged.  But Jesus allows them to go into the herd of 
swine.  So when Jesus speaks, the sea, the wind, the storm obeys, and when he speaks, the 
demons flee.   
 
In the Gospel of Luke, Christ's Dominion is not local.  It's not limited.  He's the Lord not only 
of Israel, but he's the Lord of the nations where this demon-possessed man resides.  He's 
not only the Lord of nature and the storms on the outside.  He's also Lord of the storms that 
rage within us…within us.  And many of us are possessed by the Roman legions.  And we're 



 

 

bound in chains and we hang around the places where death resides.  Christ wants to free 
us.  When brothers and sisters, we have life's chaos, it's within us.  It's in our minds and in 
our hearts and it overwhelms us when sin, when fear and confusion rise like waves, but 
within us.  We can call on Christ and his authority will set us free.  That's why I'm always 
telling you, always encouraging you, get up in the morning and recite the text of scripture.  
In the noon day, recite scripture.  And in the evening, recite scripture so that the word of 
God may send those demons, those legions out of you so that you you may be transformed.  
Because this authority extends not only outwardly but it works within us.  Even into the 
dark recesses of our hearts and minds does Christ wish to work and cast out those things 
that bind us and make us slaves.   
 
The second point I'd like to emphasize is that Christ's mercy reaches to 
the outsider, to the undesirable, to the people that you kind of when you walk by them, you 
know, look at your feet, make sure you're not tracking any of their dirt with you.  These 
people, the untouchables, and there are many of them today.  You can see them on the 
news, the untouchables.  But actually, these are the ones that Christ loves.  So be careful on 
that day.  Be careful on that day.  Now these people, these Gentiles, their livelihood was 
tending swine. So from the vantage point of the Jewish community, they were all unclean.  
So they symbolized uncleanness.  And this is precisely where Jesus went where the people 
were unclean.  Yet it's in this very place in this unclean land that Jesus reveals the breath of 
God's mercy and compassion.  He seeks the one whom society has chained and passed 
away.  This man lives among tombs in an unclean place in the place of the dead.  Yet Jesus 
brings him back to life and frees him from his bondage.  And while the world today is 
putting people in zip ties and chains and handcuffs, we should be freeing people.  We 
should be freeing them now.   
 
The town's people who are losing their livelihood respond with fear and rejection.  If he's 
going to change society like this, we don't want any part of it because they seek the things 
of this world and not the things of the world to come.  So don't be too political.  Don't be 
too, you know, upsetting of the status quo.  You may be freeing these people or this man 
who has this legion,  but you've just hurt our economics a little bit.  You've made life a little 
more difficult for us. So go away, Jesus.  And when the people come back, of course, they 
saw this healed man, clothed and in his right mind.  He knew who he was.  And he knew 
who Jesus was as he sits at the feet of Jesus.  The mercy of Christ always challenges the 
status quo and he challenges our boundaries.  Those who are outsiders.  Who are they?  
Who are those ones that we seek to avoid because they're unclean in some way, shape, or 
form?  After all, if we want to be technical people, all of us in this 
room politically are unclean because all of us, all of our ancestors, and my ancestors go 
back to the founding of the city of Alvon on my mother's side.  All of them were unclean.  
None of them had passports.  None of them crossed the borders legally.  And all of those 
who had been here for 10,000 years to this day live and reside on reservations.  We're all 
unclean.  We all need to be freed from our bondage.   The Gospel compels us, brothers and 
sisters, to cross the sea, to reach out to those who seem far from God and yet whom Christ 
loves because he made them.  And this earth belongs to him and no man and no political 
party.  All of these will be dust and ashes at the end.  
 



 

 

The third point I'd like to make is that Christ's mission continues through witnesses, those 
who have been healed.  We have Peter later on in the book of the New Testament telling the 
people, "Be always ready to give an account for the hope that is within you."  Now if you 
have no hope, you have nothing to communicate.  But did Christ free you?  Do you believe 
in him? Do you believe in him?  This man begs to follow Jesus and stay with him.  But what 
does Jesus say to him?  He says, "Return to your own house. Return to your own house and 
tell the people the great things that God has done for you” (Luke 7:38-39). This man 
becomes the first gentile missionary who preaches in the city.  And this man's preaching, 
this demoniac's ministry, this freed man's ministry is to do what we see happen in the 
Gospel of Acts.  He's the beginning of the Gospel being proclaimed to the uttermost parts of 
the earth, as the Gospel is carried to every nation and to every people.  And this is what we 
are to do.  We who have been set free, who have been given the blessings to set other 
people free, to let them hear the word of God, to break those chains that bind them.  Christ's 
work in us is never meant to end with us.  It's never meant simply for us to eat. It's never 
simply meant for us to live in a nice home.  It's never simply meant for us to live in peace.  It 
is meant for 
EVERYONE…and those who have been free must become heralds of that freedom, if in fact 
Christ has done something for you.  If He hasn't, you have nothing to say.  But if He has, we 
need to share that with others.  So like the healed man, we're called to bear witnesses 
where we live, right here among our own communities, in our own cities, in our own towns.  
Every healed soul becomes a testimony that Christ can heal others and that the mercy of 
Christ crosses these artificial, man-made boundaries.  He breaks all and thank God that He 
does because if He did not none of us would be saved.  The Day of Judgment is coming and 
God wants us to do His will.  
 
So the story of the Gerasenes demoniac shows us a movement.  We go from a storm to 
calm; from bondage to freedom; from fear to faith.  Jesus crosses into gentile unclean 
territory.  And this prefigures the Church's mission to the world.  It is emphasizing the 
power of Christ in its universality.  His mercy embraces the outcast. His mission continues 
through us.  Let us here in Lewes, Delaware, not fear the other side of the sea, whatever 
that may be for us.  For Christ goes before us.  And when He delivers those individuals as he 
delivered us, we will send them out to do exactly what Jesus did and what his disciples did.  
Proclaim the teaching that God does great things for people and he has done great things 
for us and we want the others to have those great things happen in their lives as well. May 
this be our lot here in Lewes Delaware.   
  
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Link to Sermon -> https://youtu.be/uKfEPcfMFAU?list=RDuKfEPcfMFAU&t=5452  
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