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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

The words of Jesus in this gospel reading from Luke 6:27- 36 are among the hardest
commands ever given in all of scripture.

* Love your enemies.

* Do good to those who hate you.

* Bless those who curse you.

* Pray for those who abuse you.

This teaching is part of Luke's sermon on the plain. It's a parallel to Matthew's sermon on
the mount in chapters five, six and seven of that book. At its heart, this teaching calls the
disciples to live in the light of God's kingdom by rejecting the principle of reciprocity. The
logic of you do good to me and I'll do good to you. Instead, Christ commands to love
without limits. And this is modeled after the boundless mercy of God. Luke's language in
this gospel reflects the letters of the Apostle Paul, especially the book of Romans. The call
to bless the persecutors, to repay no one evil for evil, and to overcome evil with good is
woven throughout every passage of Paul's teaching in his letters. But most deeply, it is
grounded in the Gospel of Grace. While we were enemies, God loved us through Christ and
reconciled us to God the Father. Therefore, as recipients of this mercy, we are commanded
to live it out in our life. It's not an option. It's not if you feel like it today. Itis God's will.

So this love that is beyond reciprocity is central for us. Jesus warns that loving those who
love us is not enough. Even sinners do that. True love shines when it is extended to
enemies and outsiders. The Greek word Luke uses for credit is actually the word xapig
(charis) which means grace. In other words, loving those who are not lovable is not about
earning favor but about living out the grace we ourselves have received from God himself.
Paul echoes this teaching in Romans 12. If your enemy is hungry, feed him. If he is thirsty,
give him drink. Now, our instinct is to treat others as they treat us, to repay kindness with
kindness, insult with insult. But Christ overturns this way of thinking. Ask yourselves, is
the love that you're supposed to express to others limited only to those who agree with
you, who benefit you, who affirm you, and pat you on the back and tell you how great you
are? Or are you willing to reflect God's grace by showing love even to those who oppose
you, who don't pat you on the back? Well, if we follow this love which goes beyond
reciprocity, we are showing ourselves to be children of God. Jesus promises that those who
love their enemies will be the sons of the most high in verse 37 of our reading today.

This is not just a reward, but it's a reflection. It's an identity of who we are. Who are you?
Who am [? Who are we? God loved us while we were yet sinners. As Romans 5:8 tells us,
“...and he reconciled us while we were his enemies, as we read in verse 10 of that same
chapter. To show mercy to enemies is to mirror the very character of God who created us
and our enemies and everything that is. He is the father of mercies as we read in 2
Corinthians chapter 1 verse three. Now loving our enemies is not about them. [t's about



God. Every act of forgiveness, every choice to respond with kindness instead of anger is a
declaration of whose children we are. Think of someone who has wronged you, someone
who has done you either. To forgive them is not a weakness, but it's a strength and it is a
witness that you bear the lineage of your Father. In other words, you look like your father.
There's a family resemblance in your behavior. Not in your feelings about your enemy, not
in your thoughts, not in your pain, but in your action which may go against your feelings.
Now as we do this, as we go beyond reciprocity, as we express that we in our actions are
children of the merciful father, we're being merciful as He is merciful and they see him in
us. Now the climax of Jesus teaching is this. Be merciful as your heavenly Father is
merciful. And this mercy is not selected. It flows from God's heart and extends to all
people. Paul and the early church consistently reminded the Christians that mercy and
compassion are to shape their community. It's who they are. Paul wrote in Colossians, "Put
on compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, forgiving each other as the
Lord has forgiven you." Mercy is not passive. It's active. It's costly. And it transforms the
the cycle of evil and retribution into the victory of good. We must do this! We as believers
must be leaders in this. We must lead those who are supposed to be leading us in this
modern world. For our leaders go against this every step of the way. We must teach them
how to behave. We must love beyond reciprocity. We must follow in obedience and be
children of God. In fact, by being merciful.

Now, many of us carry the wounds of betrayal in our very bodies, harsh words that we've
experienced. Injustices that have come our way. Now, mercy that we're expected to
express does not deny this pain, but it releases us from the prison of resentment, which
does not lead us to God. To be merciful is to trust God with judgment and to walk in the
freedom of forgiveness. Who in your life needs this mercy? Who today needs you to be like
God is to you. Many, a great many in fact! And by extending this mercy, you proclaim the
gospel you have received. And this is the good news. And the good news is that God reigns.
He's the one who judges. Well, brothers and sisters, Luke's sermon on the plane reveals
that discipleship is nothing less than imitating God himself. To love enemies is to refuse
reciprocity, to extend mercy, even though this seems unnatural to us. But it becomes
possible because God first loved us. We who were once his enemies are now reconciled
children of the most high God. Therefore, we here in Lewes, Delaware are called to reach
out, even to our enemies, to go out and to reflect the mercy of God to those in this world
who are desperately in need of this mercy. Our time is limited. Judgement is coming. And
remember, it's coming and we're not the judge. So, we have the commandment to love.
May this be our lot here in Lewes, Delaware, in our community and outside.

May God bless us in this endeavor. In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

Link to sermon - https://voutu.be /kVIoYr5Qf8c?t=5217
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