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Christ is among us. >> He is and ever shall be.  

Today is the ninth Sunday after Pentecost. We are now in the Dormition fast. The icon of 
the Dormition was right in front of me on the wall right there. The title of today's  message 
is “The Journey Beyond the Borders of Israel.”  Last Sunday, we heard about how Christ 
fed the multitude in the wilderness. That miracle was not simply the satisfying of human 
hunger. It was the gathering of a people around the Messiah who fed them as God once 
fed Israel in the wilderness. Today's Gospel continues that same narrative without 
interruption. The feeding of the multitude prepares for the mission that follows. Matthew 
places these events at the opening of the Fourth Book of the Law of the Messiah where 
the journey through the wilderness gives way to the journey into the nations. The 
Disciples who have received bread from Christ must now carry His Gospel beyond the 
borders of Israel. It is no accident that the very first word of today's Gospel tells us that 
Jesus forced his Disciples into the boat. The Greek verb leaves no room for negotiation. 
The mission is not the Disciples idea. It is Christ's command. The one who feeds His 
people now sends them into the world. And as they go, He reveals himself as the Lord 
who rules over every nation under heaven. Today we'll consider three lessons from this 
Gospel. First, Christ sends his Disciples into the nations by his command. Second, Christ 
reveals himself as the Lord over every nation and people. And lastly, Christ sustains and 
judges his Disciples based upon their faithfulness to that commandment.   

Christ sends his Disciples into the nations. Matthew begins with this surprising language. 
Jesus forced his Disciples into the boat and sent them ahead of him to the other side 
while he dismissed the crowds. Why did he force them? Why did he command them? He 
forced them because they were not eager to go. Throughout Matthew's Gospel, crossing 
to the other side of the Sea of Galilee means entering gentile territory. It's not safe there. 
The Disciples had just witnessed Christ feed Israel in the wilderness. But now they are 
commanded to carry that same life beyond the borders of their safety zone.  Left to 
themselves, they would have remained among those who were familiar to them. Christ 
compels them to leave what is comfortable and begin the journey toward the nations. 
The sea itself is not merely a geographical detail. Throughout the scriptures, the sea 
represents the realm of chaos, opposition, and the powers hostile to God. Matthew now 
represents that sea as the pathway through which the Gospel must travel. 

The Disciples find themselves tormented, it says by the waves. And that's what the word 
means. Not just tossed, but it means tormented by the waves because the wind was 
against them. Their mission immediately encounters resistance. The proclamation of 
God's Kingdom has never advanced without opposition. Christ remains on the mountain 
in prayer while his Disciples struggle upon the sea. Yet his absence is not abandonment. 



He has already determined both their destination and the outcome of their journey. The 
Church is called to cross the sea because Christ has commanded it to do so. The Church, 
the community of faith does not determine where the Gospel should be preached or to 
whom it belongs. Christ has already spoken. The Gospel is not the possession of one 
people, one nation, one language, or one culture. The Lord who fed Israel now sends his 
Disciples to every nation under God's heavens. Our calling is not to decide where his 
word belongs, but to obey the command of the one who sent us. 

The one who sends his Disciples into the nations does not abandon them to the power of 
the sea. He comes to them as the Lord who rules over everything that opposes his 
mission. Christ reveals himself as Lord over all the nations. During the fourth watch of the 
night, when hope had already vanished, Jesus came to them walking on the sea. Matthew 
is presenting more than a miracle throughout the scriptures. It is God alone who treads 
upon the waters, who walks upon the deep and who subdues the sea. Those of you who 
read the book of Psalms regularly know that this is true. What belonged to the Lord alone 
in Job, the Psalms, and in Isaiah now belongs to Jesus to whom God the Father gave the 
strength, the ability, and the authority. This is a revelation of divine authority. The 
Disciples, however, fail to recognize him. They cry out in fear, believing that they're 
seeing of ghosts. Fear blinds them to the presence of the one who has already 
demonstrated his authority in the wilderness when he fed all of those men, women, and 
children.   Immediately Jesus speaks to them, "Take heart. It is I. Do not be afraid." His 
words are not merely words of comfort. They reveal his identity. The one who s the 
Church into the nations is the Lord whose authority extends over every sea, over every 
kingdom, and over every empire. Peter then speaks for all the Disciples when he says, 
"Lord, if it is you, bid me or more appropriately, command me to come to you on the 
water." Even here Peter understands something very very important. He does not ask for 
permission. He asks for a command. He knows that life comes only through the word of 
Christ.  

Jesus simply says to him, "Come." Peter begins to walk upon the water because he walks 
in obedience to Christ's command. Yet when his attention turns from the Lord's word to 
the strength of the wind, fear overtakes him. He begins to sink. Note that Matthew is not 
giving us a lesson here in emotional confidence. The book is not a self-help book that 
we're reading. Peter's failure exposes the danger of wavering before the command of 
Christ. The same Disciple who would later hesitate before the mission to the Gentiles now 
hesitates upon the sea that leads toward them. His weakness becomes a warning to every 
one of us who would place human calculation above the command of the Lord. The 
church carries the Gospel into the world and this world very often appears hostile, 
powerful and resistant to the message. It is easy to measure the strength of the wind 
rather than the authority of Christ. Yet the mission has never depended upon our 
strength, not on the strength of the Disciples in the Gospel, nor on subsequent 
generations of believers. It depends upon the Lord who already rules over the nations 



into which he sends them. Our confidence rests not in ourselves but in his divine 
sovereignty, in his authority. Christ's authority over the sea does more than rescue his 
Disciples from danger. It reveals that he alone sustains those whom he sends and that he 
will judge them according to their faithfulness to his command. 

Which leads us to that last point that indeed Christ sustains and judges his Disciples 
based upon their fidelity to that mission. As Peter begins to sink, he cries out with a 
simple prayer, "Lord, save me." Immediately Jesus reaches out his hand and takes hold of 
him. Salvation comes entirely from Christ. Peter does not rescue himself. The hand of the 
Lord reaches into the waters and lifts up the one who was unable to stand by his own 
strength. Yet Christ's salvation is immediately followed by his rebuke, “Oh, you of little 
faith, why did you doubt?”  The issue here is not merely Peter's fear. We all have fear. The 
issue is his wavering before the command that Christ had already given. The Gospel 
demands steadfast obedience because the mission belongs to Christ alone. It is not our 
mission. It has nothing to do with us. When Christ Jesus enters the boat, the wind ceases. 
The one who commanded the Disciples now demonstrates complete authority over 
everything that opposed them. The sea becomes calm, not because the Disciples have 
mastered it, but because its true Lord has entered their midst. The response of the 
Disciples forms the climax of the entire narrative. They worship him and confess truly you 
are the son of God. This is the proper conclusion to the feeding in the wilderness which 
we heard last week and to the crossing of the sea. The one who feeds God's people is the 
same one who rules the nations. The one who sends his Disciples is the same one who 
sustains them. The one who commands the mission is himself the son of God. The Gospel 
concludes by telling us that they crossed over and arrived at Gennesaret. The crossing 
has been completed. But the mission continues. The people immediately bring their sick 
to Christ and he heals them all. The journey across the sea has not ended in destruction 
but in the extension of God's mercy beyond Israel. Every generation of the Church, every 
generation of the faithful in God's community stands in the same boat. 

We are sent where we would often prefer not to go. We encounter opposition that 
appears greater than our strength. We are tempted to rely upon our own calculations 
rather than upon Christ's command. Yet the Lord who calls us is also the same Lord who 
comes to us, sustains us, corrects us, and brings his mission to completion. Therefore, we 
must remain steadfast in proclaiming the one Gospel to all peoples, trusting not in 
ourselves, but in the one who rules heaven, earth, and even the sea. The Lord who 
commands the wind and the sea is the same Lord who has spoken through his Gospel to 
gather and send his people into the world as his witness.  

In today's Gospel, we've noted the following. Christ sends his Disciples into the nations by 
his command. Get into the boat. Christ reveals himself as the one who rules over every 
nation. And Christ sustains and judges his Disciples according to their faithfulness to that 
mission. The Disciples crossed the sea because Christ commanded them. They endured 



the storm because Christ had already determined their destination. They reached the 
nations because Christ himself came to them as Lord over the waters. So it remains for 
the Church today. We do not proclaim our own message. We do not determine the 
boundaries of the Gospel. We proclaim the Word of the one who has all authority in 
heaven and on earth. The son of God who tramples the sea, feeds his people with the 
bread of life and sends them to every nation until he comes again in glory. May we 
therefore here in Lewes, Delaware, in St. Andrew's Orthodox Church received this 
command with obedience, trusting his authority over every power that opposes his 
kingdom and faithfully proclaim his Gospel to all the peoples until the day when the Lord 
himself returns and finds his servant carrying out the mission that he commanded them 
to do. 

Christ is among us.  Help us. Save us. Have mercy upon us and keep us, oh God, by thy 
grace 

Link to Sermon - https://youtu.be/RO0Tdub5IRI?t=5182  

https://youtu.be/RO0Tdub5IRI?t=5182

