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Christ is among us. >> He is and ever shall be.

Today is the 8th Sunday after Pentecost. The Gospel reading today is taken from Matthew
chapter 14 verses 14- 22. The name of this message this morning is “The Jurisdiction of
the Word, the Torah of the Messiah, and the Feeding of the Nations.” This Gospel reading
is taken from the fourth discourse of Matthew's Gospel. A section that serves as a
continuation of the previous three portions of the Gospel because remember Matthew is
structured after the Pentateuch. It has five sections just like Moses does in this text.
However, when we read the miracle, we must realize that Christ does not merely perform
a miracle to satisfy hunger. He acts as the lawgiver who imposes the foundational order
of the kingdom upon his assembly. The focus is not on the compassion of a spiritual
guide, but on the absolute authority of the one who commands the nations to sit and to
be fed by his word. The reading moves through three connected themes. First, Christ
establishes his jurisdiction over the crowd. Second, He conscripts the Disciples into an
appointed task. Third, He demonstrates that the commandment is the only source of life
for the world. At the center of the passage stands the question of authority. Who
provides for the assembly? And by what law is the assembly governed? Everything
depends upon whether the Disciples are mastered by human calculation or by the decree
of the Master. Today we will consider three lessons from this Gospel reading. Christ
imposes his jurisdiction over the nations is the very first. And the second is the Disciples
are conscripted into an appointed task. And three, the commandment is the source of life
for the assembly for them and for all the nations, all peoples.

The first is Christ imposes his jurisdiction over the nations. Matthew tells us that when
Jesus went ashore, he saw a great throng and he had compassion on them and healed
their sick. When evening came, the Disciples approached him with a plan based on
human calculation. This is a lonely place, and the day is now over. Send the crowds away
to go into the villages and buy food for themselves. The Disciples see a problem of
logistics. Christ sees a matter of jurisdiction. He rejects their suggestion to send them
away to the villages of men. Instead, he issues a decree. They need not go away. You give
them something to eat. In the biblical text, this lonely place is the wilderness outside the
realm of civilization and it is the setting where God imposed the Torah upon Israel. In the
desert, he gave the law, not in the city. Here, Christ does the same for the nations. He
commands the crowds to sit down on the grass. You should hear Psalm 23 in your mind
here of the shepherd. This is not an invitation. Notice it is the imposition of an order. The
assembly is brought under the absolute authority of the word away from the economic
systems of this world. The temptation of the assembly then the temptation of the




assembly today is always to send the people away to find security in human institutions,
politics or wealth. We attempt to solve the world's hunger through our own calculations.
Christ calls us to recognize his sovereignty. The assembly exists only under his
jurisdiction. We must stop looking to the villages of men for our life and submit to the
commandment of the one who speaks in the wilderness outside the place where the men
are.

Once Christ has established this authority over the crowd, He conscripts His Disciples to
act as His appointed servants. The Disciples respond to Christ's command with a
statement of their own scarcity. We have only five loaves here and two fish. Christ ignores
their assessment and says, "Bring them to me." The numbers used in the text here are not
accidental. They are the facts of the biblical text. The five loaves represent the five books
of Moses, the foundational law that feeds the people of God in the wilderness. The two
fish represent the two remaining sections of the Hebrew cannon, the prophets and the
writings which together with the law form the complete witness of the word. Alternately,
these two fish represent also the two groups of people brought together in one, the Jews
and the Gentiles who are caught by the fishers of men and brought into the single
assembly of the King. Jesus then takes the loaves, looks up to heaven, blesses, breaks,
and gives them to the Disciples. and the Disciples give them to the crowds. This is the
practical expression of the apostolic office. The Disciples are not the source of the bread.
They are the servants who distribute what the Master has provided them. Every member
of the assembly from that time until today is conscripted into a vocation of this
service. We are not called to invent solutions or offer our own spirituality. We are called to
hand over what we have received from the text of scripture. Our witness is not found in
our own resources, but in our faithful obedience to the master's command to feed the
hungry with the bread of His Word. The result of this obedience is the demonstration that
the commandment is the only sufficient provision for the world. Why? Because the
commandment is the source of life for the assembly.

The text of the Gospel concludes, "And those who ate were about 5,000 men besides
women and children. And they all ate and were satisfied. They took up 12 baskets full of
the broken pieces left over. The numbers again are important. The numbers, notice,
match the need with. absolute precision. The 5,000 men correspond to the 5,000 loaves
of the law, while the two fish correspond to the two categories, women and children. This
indicates that everyone, men, women, and children, is fed with the same food. And notice
that the amount of food always matches the need of the assembly. There is no one left
out. No oneis unfed. The 12 baskets left over emphasize that the word provides more
than one even knows to ask for. The number 12 points to the 12 tribes of Israel now
reconstituted as the new assembly under the Torah of the Messiah Jesus. The abundance
of the leftovers proves that the commandment is not a burden but a source of life that
exceeds all of our human needs. This is the Gospel of the kingdom in action. When the
people submit to the order of Christ and eat the bread which He provides, they are




satisfied. They don't need to go into the villages. This satisfaction is not a feeling. It's not a
spirituality, but it's the actual manifestation of the kingdom's life. The wilderness becomes
a place of plenty because the lawgiver is present.

We live in a world that is perpetually hungry. Isn't it? Because it seeks life apart from the
commandment of God. We are mastered by anxiety and scarcity whether real or
imagined. And most of our wars are based upon scarcity that is imagined and not real. We
serve the mammon of our own efforts. Christ calls us to a singleminded subjection to his
word. When we seek first his jurisdiction, we find that his provision is more than enough.
The 12 baskets remain as a witness to the eternal authority of the Gospel. It is more than
sufficient for us. The feeding of the 5000 is not a story for our entertainment, but a
definitive decree of the scripture that requires our complete obedience and submission.

Today, we've briefly looked at three lessons from the Gospel. Christ imposes his
jurisdiction over the nations. The Disciples are conscripted into an appointed task and the
commandment is the source of life for the entire assembly. This entire reading revolves
around the yoke of the Gospel. Will we be mastered by the calculations of the villages or
the city or the government or by the authority of the Master? Will we serve our own
scarcity again real or imagined? Or will we focus on the abundance of the
commandments? We must remember that this Gospel is the Torah for the nations. As
Christ warned in the first book of the law, that is the Sermon on the Mount. Whoever then
relaxes one of the least of these commandments shall be called least in the kingdom of
heaven, but he who does them and teaches them shall be called great. Christ calls his
Disciples to a life ordered entirely by the authority of God. Therefore, brothers and sisters,
let us sit under his jurisdiction. Carry out the task he has assigned and trust the
providence of our king, knowing that his word alone is the bread of life for the entire
world, for us here in Lewes, Delaware, the St. Andrews Orthodox Church. In the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Christ is among us. Help us. Save us. Have mercy upon us and keep us, oh God, by thy
grace

Link to Sermon - https://youtu.be/2r7DRSpcmDg?t=5163
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