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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. >> Amen.  
Christ is among us. >> He is and ever shall be.  

Today is the celebration of the holy fathers of the Fourth Ecumenical Council. This 
Council was convened from October 8th to November the 1st, 451 AD. The text we're 
dealing with today, the Gospel reading is from Matthew 5 verses 14-19. And the title of this 
message this morning is, “The Light of the Commandment, the Torah of the Messiah and 
the Apostolic Decree.” 

This Gospel reading is found in what is called the First Book of the Law of the Messiah. 
That is Matthew 5, 6 and 7, the Sermon on the Mount. This is the first of the five great 
discourses in Matthew modeled after the Pentateuch. In this text, Christ does not offer a 
new spirituality but imposes a foundational law for the community for the assembly. He 
defines the Disciples not by their inner feelings but by their assigned role as the φως του 
κόσμου (fos tou kósmou), the light of the world. He then explicitly tethers this role to the 
absolute authority of the Torah, declaring that not a dot, not a tit. No small parts of the 
letters will pass from the law until all is accomplished. This passage establishes the 
jurisdiction of the Word over the nations. The light of the Disciples is nothing other than 
the actual performance of the commandments. To be a Disciple is to be conscripted into 
a life of visible obedience that brings glory to the Father. I would like to emphasize three 
lessons from this reading today. The first the Disciple is conscripted to be the light of the 
world. Number two, the light of the Disciple is the performance of the law. And number 
three, the authority of the commandment is absolute and bind. Yes, the Disciple is 
conscripted to be the light of the world.  

Our Lord begins with a definitive declaration of identity and function. You are the light of 
the world. He said, "A city set on a hill cannot be hid, nor do men light a lamp and put it 
under a bushel, but on a stand and it gives light to all in the house." Notice that Christ 
does not invite the Disciples to become light. He decrees that they are light. This is a 
matter of conscription. Just as a polis, that is a city set on a hill is a visible landmark that 
cannot be ignored. The assembly of the Disciples is intended to be a visible jurisdiction of 
God's rule in the midst of the nations. The lamp is not lit for its own sake or for some inner 
glow. It is lit to function to give light to all in the house. The Disciple is not a private 
individual seeking personal enlightenment. He is a servant placed on a stand to fulfill a 
specific task given by the master. We may often mistake our faith for a private internal 
experience. But Christ defines us by our visibility. If the light is hidden under the bushel of 
human fear or social conformity, it has ceased to function, ceased to operate as light. We 



are called to the recognition of our subjection to this role as “light.” We are placed in the 
world to be seen not so that men may praise us but so that people may praise our 
heavenly father.  Because it is His authority that we seek to recognize and wish to point 
people's attention to. The nature of this life is not vague and it's not subjective. It is 
defined by the concrete deeds of the Disciple. Yes, the light of the Disciple is the 
performance of the law. Jesus continues, "Let your light so shine before men that they 
may see your good works and give glory to your father who is in heaven." Here the light is 
explicitly identified with good works. These works are not pious feelings but the concrete 
obedience to the commandments. The light shines when the Disciple does what the law 
of the Messiah requires. Things like mercy, justice, and truth. Unlike the world around us, 
unlike those who lead us. For we have only one true leader and that is Christ. The purpose 
of these works is not the self-improvement of the Disciple but the glorification of the 
Father. When the nations when the people around us see a community living under the 
yoke of the Gospel, they are confronted with the reality of God's kingdom. 

The good works are the evidence of the jurisdiction of God on earth. The jurisdiction over 
us. Where else will they see this if it's not from us? Our witness to the world is not found in 
our sincerity, but in our actual performance of the commands. When we act with the 
mercy and righteousness commanded in the Torah of Christ, that is the teaching of 
Christ, we are shining. If our lives are indistinguishable from the conduct of the nations, 
of those around us, our light has gone out and has been extinguished. We must ask 
ourselves, is the law of Christ visible in our daily conduct? Or are we living under our own 
authority or under the authority of someone else that we are trying to please? We should 
not think that this light is a new light and it replaces the ancient law of Moses. No, Christ 
confirms the unchanging authority of the commandment. We're bound by the teaching. 
Yes, indeed, the authority of the commandment is absolute and enduring. The climax of 
this reading today is Christ's declaration of continuity. 

Think not, Jesus says that I have come to abolish the law and the prophets. I have not 
come to abolish them, but to fulfill them. Whoever then relaxes one of the least of these 
commandments and teaches men so shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven. 
Christ presents the Gospel as the teaching, the Torah for the nations. He does not relax 
the law. He imposes its fullness. The holy fathers whom we commemorate this day were 
conscripted to the service of this decree. They did not gather to invent new ideas. They 
had no license for this but stood under a strict mandate to guard the apostolic 
instruction. Their solemn obligation was to ensure that each jot and title of the master's 
teaching remained the singular standard of the assembly. To relax a commandment is to 
reject the sovereignty of the lawgiver. The greatness of a Disciple is measured solely by 
his submission to the text of scripture. He who does them and teaches them shall be 
called great. The Gospel is the call to absolute subjection to the word of God. 



We live in an age that seeks to relax the commandments to fit human convenience. We 
treat the word often as a suggestion rather than a decree. But Christ warns that our 
standing in the kingdom is determined by our fidelity to the text of the commandments. 
We are called to be grounded in the law, in the teaching of God, whether it's in the law, 
the prophets, or the New Testament. We neither add to it nor should we take away from it 
but perform these commandments with a single eye. The demand of this teaching this 
law is not a burden but the definitive path of life for the conscripted servant.  

Today we have briefly mentioned three lessons from the Gospel. The Disciple is 
conscripted to be the light of the world. The light of the Disciple is the performance of 
the law. And finally, the authority of the commandment is absolute and binding. The Holy 
Fathers were those summoned to a station. They were guardians. They were tasked with 
the duty of preventing the apostolic instruction from being obscured by human 
philosophy.  They stood under the legal requirement that the church as the city set on a 
hill must reflect nothing other than the Torah of the kingdom. This was the burden of their 
office to keep the light of the commandment visible and unadulterated. This priority of 
the command was affirmed by no less than St. Leo the Great who lived from 400 to 461 
AD whose teaching influenced the Fourth Ecumenical Council which we celebrate today. 
In his sermon 95 on the Beatitude, he writes, "It is the performance of the work that 
makes the light to shine. For the light of the Christian is the observance of the 
commandments." We are called to this same subservient obedience. We are called to be 
the light not by our own power but by our submission to our master the Christ. May we 
therefore hold fast to the commandments. Perform the works of the Father and shine as 
faithful servants of the Law of the Messiah here in Lewes, Delaware at St. Andrew's 
Orthodox Church. May this be our experience today in this Church.  

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
Christ is among us. >> He is an ever shall beHelp us, save us. Have mercy upon us   
and keep us, oh God, by thy grace 

Link to Sermon - https://youtu.be/6OCOvEV_Kuk?t=5368  

https://youtu.be/6OCOvEV_Kuk?t=5368

