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The title of this message today is “The Rule of the King's Household.” Today's Gospel
begins with a king who settles accounts with his servants and ends with that same king
delivering one's servant to judgement. Between these two moments stands the command
that governs the entire passage. Should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant as
| had mercy on you? The issue is whether the servant who has received mercy of his
master will live according to the rule established by his master. Immediately before this
parable in the Gospel of Matthew, Peter asks Jesus how many times he must forgive his
brother. Peter wants a limit. Jesus refuses to give him one because the Disciple does not
determine the boundaries of the master's command. The warning is directed to those
inside the household who know the mercy of their master because they have received it.
Today we will consider three lessons from this Gospel. First, every servant stands before
the king as a debtor. Second, the mercy of the king establishes the rule of the household.
And third, the king will settle accounts with his servants who refuse his rule.

The first lesson, we all need this. Every servant stands before the king as a debtor. Jesus
compares the kingdom of heaven to a king who wished to settle accounts with his
servants. This Greek expression ouvdpatl Aéyov means to reckon an account. Notice one
servant owes 10,000 talents, an overwhelming debt that he cannot repay. Matthew
explicitly says so that he has no means to repay. The servant falls down and promises,
"Lord, have patience with me and | will pay you everything." But more time cannot solve
an impossible debt. Then the king does something the servant did not request. The
servant asked for postponement of the debt. But the king gives release. Matthew says
that the Lord did this out of compassion. He releases the servant and forgives the debt.
The account is resolved because the master acts. The servant lives because the king has
shown him mercy. No servant in the household stands before the king on the basis of
what he has accomplished. Every servant stands as a debtor released by the mercy of the
Master. To remember the debt is to remember who the Master is. To forget the debt is to
begin imagining that we are “masters" ourselves. In the story, the servant then turns to
encounter another servant. And in this, we discover whether that servant had learned the
rule of the master's household. The mercy of the king establishes the rule of the
household. The forgiven servant finds a fellow servant who owes him a hundred denarii.
The debt is real. He seizes him by the throat and demands, "Pay what you owe." His fellow
servant falls down and says, "Have patience with me and | will repay you."




These are the same words that the first servant had spoken before the king. "Have
patience with me," he said. He should recognize in his own voice, in the plea of his
brother, it is heard. He hears himself being echoed back to him. This is the very center of
the parable. He has received mercy, but he refuses to extend that mercy within the
household. The king therefore asks, "Should not you have had mercy on your fellow
servant as | had mercy on you?" That is the standard. The servant is not commanded to
invent mercy from within himself, but to imitate what his master has already done. As
Jesus says elsewhere in Matthew when quoting from the prophet Hosea, he says, "l desire
mercy and not sacrifice." Forgiveness in our religion is not optional. It is household law.
When we refuse forgiveness, we receive the cancellation of 10,000 talents and then seize
our brother over a hundred denarii. The debt may be real, but the servant cannot make
that debt the final word. We forgive because we ourselves live by that same mercy. Now
the king who forgives is the king who will ultimately settle accounts. The king summons
the first servant and calls him pony. You wicked servant. He says, "l forgave you all that
debt because you besought me. And should not you have had mercy on your fellow
servant as | had mercy on you?"

The servant is judged according to the mercy he has received. And remember, God never
expects us to give him anything that he has not first given us. So we always have enough
to give because he gives everything. The master becomes angry and delivers him to the
jailers. The king's mercy, understand must not be mistaken for weakness. The same king
who releases the debt also judges the servant. Jesus concludes without softening the
warning. So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you if you do not forgive your
brother from your heart.

This warning is addressed to the disciples to the learners. Are we not disciples? Are we
not learners? The one who has received mercy is accountable for what he does with that
mercy. It's not yours. It's not mine. We may not withhold God's mercy. The question here
is not whether our brother deserves forgiveness. The first servant did not deserve the
cancellation of 10,000 talents. The question is whether the servants of the king will live
according to the rule of the king. Every time we forgive, we confess who rules the
household. And are we not gathered today in a household? We have a table from which
we will be fed (Fr. Herman points to the Altar). Peter wanted to know where forgiveness
ends. Jesus directs him away from arithmetic and back towards the King, the owner of
the household, the one who distributes from his table his mercy.

Well, from today's Gospel, we've noticed some things. Every servant stands before the
king as a debtor. The mercy of the king establishes the rule of his household. And the
king will settle accounts with his servants who refuse his rule. That day is coming. Peter
wanted a number, but Jesus gave him a King. Peter wanted to know how many times he
must forgive. But Jesus told Peter to remember how much he himself had been forgiven.
We are not the masters keeping accounts against one another. We are seen as fellow



servants or more appropriately fellow slaves of the one Master and we stand together
before the one king of the one household. Therefore the Words of the King remain over
his household today. Should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant as | had
mercy on you? We forgive because the King has shown mercy. We show patience
because the King has shown us patience. And we release the debts of our brothers and
sisters because we ourselves stand before the King as servants whose impossible debt
has been forgiven. This is who we are. And may this may this be our lot here at St.
Andrews Orthodox Church. In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

Help us. Save us. Have mercy upon us and keep us, oh God, by thy grace
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