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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Christ is among us. >> He is and ever shall be.

This is the third Sunday after Pentecost. The Gospel reading today was from
Matthew 6:22-33. The title of this message today is “The Single Eye Total
Allegiance to the Kingdom”. Today's Gospel comes from the heart of the first book
of the law of the Messiah. As we've noted earlier, Matthew is structured into five
blocks of teaching modeled after the five books of the Torah. This section
comprising chapters 5-7 stands as the foundational legislation for the entire new
assembly. Here Christ stands on the mountain, not as a spiritual guide, but as a
lawgiver who imposes the functional instruction of the Kingdom. The focus in the
text is on indoctrination into the commandment. Christ instructs his disciples on
how they are to perceive reality whom they are conscripted to serve and what they
are commanded to seek. The reading moves through three connected themes.
First, Christ speaks about the eye and light. Second, he speaks about the
exclusive service of God or men. Third, he issues a decree against anxiety,
commanding his disciples to seek first the jurisdiction of God. At the center of the
passage stands the question of allegiance. To which authority is the disciple
subjected? Everything depends upon whether the disciple is mastered by the
Word or by human concerns. Today we'll look at three lessons from the Gospel.
The first is the disciple must be mastered by a single eye. Number two, the
Disciple must serve God rather than men. And finally, the Disciple must seek first
the Kingdom of God.

The Disciple must be mastered by a single eye. Our Lord begins, "The eye is the
lamp of the body. So if your eye is sound, your whole body will be full of light. But if
your eye is not sound, your whole body will be full of darkness.” In scripture, in the
biblical text, the sound or single eye refers to undivided loyalty to the
commandment. The contrast is between an eye that is fixed solely on the law of
God and an evil eye that is divided by selfish desire and human calculation. The
eye represents the orientation of one's conduct. If your eye is single, meaning your
entire life is directed by the one master, then your whole existence is filled with the
light of the Word. If your eye is evil, if you attempt to negotiate with the
commandment or divide your loyalty, then darkness fills your life. This teaching is
the practical outworking of the Command. Love your enemies and pray for those
who persecute you. The heavenly father imposes his Son on the evil and on the




good. He sends rain on the just and on the unjust. God's mercy is his law and it is
not restricted by the boundaries that human beings attempt to establish. The
disciple is therefore conscripted to act according to this universal law not
according to human distinctions but according to the decree of the father. The
temptation of every generation of humanity is to decide for ourselves who is
worthy of the Gospel. We attempt to edit the commandment based on nationality,
politics, or personal preference. Christ calls his Disciples to a singleminded
obedience. The single eye sees only the commandment to show mercy to all just
as the father shows mercy to all. If our conduct is shaped by this decree, we walk
in the light. If we choose to exclude and judge according to our own darkness, we
have rejected the Master.

Now the singleness of this vision determines the jurisdiction under which the
believer lives and functions which leads us to the next lesson and that is that the
Disciple must serve God rather than Mammon. Immediately after speaking about
the eye Jesus says no one can serve two masters. You cannot serve God and
Mammon. Mammon here refers to wealth, possessions, and every form of human
made security. Christ presents this as a matter of slavery.

You cannot be the slave of two masters.

It's not possible.

There is no middle ground, no balance, no compromise.

Either God is your master or your possessions are.
The connection is clear. A person whose eye is fixed upon earthly security is
mastered by that security. A person whose eye is fixed upon the Kingdom is
subjected and submissive to God. The Disciple is constantly tempted to place
confidence in what he can count, accumulate, and protect. Yet Christ reminds his
disciples that every human treasury is a false master that will eventually fail. The
jurisdiction of God alone endures. The Apostles themselves demonstrated this
transfer of allegiance. They did not volunteer. They were summoned. They left
behind the securities of this world and brought their lives under the ultimate
authority of Christ.

Now these days we are rarely tempted by stone idols. We are mastered, however,
by the Mammon of bank accounts, reputations, and careers. These things become
our masters when they control our decisions and dictate our fears. Christ calls us
to an honest assessment of our subjection. What governs your choices? What
authority do you fear the most? This answer that you give reveals who your
master truly is. Once Christ now in the Gospel has exposed the authority of
Mammon. He addresses the anxiety that is the inevitable result of serving these
false masters. The Disciple lastly must seek first the Kingdom of God.



The largest portion of today's Gospel reading is a decree, a command against
anxiety. Again and again, Christ says, "Do not be anxious." He points to the birds of
the air and the lilies of the field. The point in the text is not nature appreciation but
a lesson in providence and authority. If the Father provides for the grass, how
much more will He provide for those who are conscripted into His service? Anxiety
is a sign that one is still seeking these things as the Gentiles do as though human
effort and worry could secure life. But no amount of worrying can add a single
cubit to our height. Anxiety is the fruit of serving Mammon.

Are you filled with it? You live in the 21st century. you reek of it. It promises control
but delivers only slavery to fear. The climax of this decree comes in verse 33,
“Seek first his Kingdom and his righteousness and all these things shall be yours as
well.” This is the functional key to the entire discourse. The Disciples primary
concern is not his own security but the Kingdom the rule and authority of God. The
righteousness that is the doing and practicing of the law that belongs to it. This
righteousness is not a feeling. It is the actual performance of mercy, generosity,
and forgiveness as commanded in the Torah, law, teaching of Christ. Anxiety
indeed reveals a divided heart. When we are consumed by fear, we have allowed
earthly concerns to usurp the place of the Kingdom. Christ does not promise the
believer a life of ease, but he demands that we place the Kingdom first. The
disciple is called to submit to the father's care and focus entirely on the task of the
Kingdom.

The demand of this Kingdom is in fact a demand. It's not a suggestion for our
consideration, but it is a definitive decree that requires our total performance.

In today's Gospel, we've briefly looked at three lessons. The disciple must be
mastered by a single eye. The disciple must serve God rather than Mammon and
the disciple must seek first the Kingdom of God. The entire reading revolves
around the yoke of the Gospel. Will we be mastered by the single eye of obedience
or the darkness of a divided heart? Will we serve God or mammon? Will we seek
our own security or will we seek first the jurisdiction of the Kingdom? Remember
that this Gospel, the Gospel of Matthew is the Torah to the nations as Christ
warned us in this first book of the law in the sermon on the mount. He said,
"Whoever then relaxes one of the least of these commandments shall be called
least in the Kingdom of heaven, but he who does them and teaches them shall be
called great in the Kingdom of heaven." Christ calls his Disciples to a life ordered
entirely by the authority of God. Therefore, brothers and sisters, let us fix our eyes
upon the commandment. Serve the one master and trust the providence of this



Father, knowing that his Kingdom alone is the final authority over everything that is.
May this be our lot here in Lewes, Delaware at St. Andrews Orthodox Church.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Help us, save us,
have mercy upon us, and keep us, oh God, by thy grace

Link to Sermon - https://youtu.be/TyiYVhGDBHO?t=5299
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