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Christ is risen. >> Indeed, he is risen.  
Glory to his third day resurrection. >> His third day resurrection.  

Today's gospel reading is taken from John 9 verses 1-38. The title of this sermon is 
The Slave who Hears the Master's Voice. In today's Gospel, we do not have a story 
about vague spirituality or an undefined inner mystical light. It is a concrete 
account of the King's instruction being spoken and then obeyed.  It begins with a 
man who is blind from birth, a beggar who has nothing and can do nothing for 
himself.  It ends with that same man standing before Jesus and confessing, "Lord, I 
believe," and then falling down in worship.  The movement of this Gospel text is 
serious, but it's simple and it's powerful.  A man who cannot see hears a voice.  He 
obeys the command of that voice.  His eyes are open.  He is questioned.  He is 
mocked and then finally cast out.  Then the one who first spoke to him the Word 
finds him.  And then the story begins or rather ends with worship.  Whereas before 
it began with the spoken Word and the hearing and the obedience which is 
incumbent upon all of us who hear the word.  Now in the language of scripture to 
see is not merely to use one's eyes.  It's not a biological seeing.  To see is to 
understand.  To understand is to receive the teaching of God.  The religious leaders 
of the day claim to see yet they remain blind because they refuse the Word spoken 
by Jesus.  

The beggar is blind yet he becomes the only one who truly sees because he hears 
and obeys.  This sign confirms what Jesus has already said earlier in this Gospel, “I 
am the light of the world.”  Light in the Bible is not a feeling or a private experience.  
Light is the instruction of God that exposes the thoughts of men and reveals the 
rule and sovereignty of God.  Through the Word of Jesus, he brings life and 
illumination to those who hear him.  Today's Gospel teaches three truths. First, the 
works of God are not questions but actions.  Second, sight is the fruit of obedience 
to the one who was sent. Third, to confess the Son of man is to reject all human 
authority.   

The works of God are not explanations but actions.  It says in the text, "As he 
passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth. Before the blind man sees Jesus, 
Jesus sees him."  The disciples immediately ask a question that many still ask today. 
Rabbi, who sinned? This man or his parents that he was born blind? They want an 



explanation.  They want to know the hidden cause. They want to turn suffering into 
a philosophical problem or a theological discourse.  But Jesus refuses to enter into 
this speculation.  He says, "It was not that this man sinned or his parents, but that 
the works of God might be made manifest in him."  The man's blindness is not 
presented as a puzzle to be solved, but as the setting in which God will act. The 
Lord does not begin with any explanation, for he owes none to us. But begins with 
action.  Jesus then spits on the ground and makes clay.  This is a deliberate return 
to the language of creation.  God formed man from the dust of the ground.  Here 
the potter of creation returns to His workbench.  The creator takes the earth in his 
hands and begins again.  He is not merely repairing what is broken.  He is 
completing and renewing His creation.  The blind man says nothing.  He 
contributes nothing. He simply receives what the creator places upon him.  Like 
clay in the potter's hand, he is entirely dependent upon the one who made him.   

When suffering enters our lives, we often demand explanations, don't we? We ask, 
"Why has this happened? Why to me? Why this terrible tragedy?"  Yet, you have to 
realize if you're listening biblically, the Lord does not owe us any reasons.  He does 
not owe this to us.  But what does he owe us?  He owes us His love.  And so, 
instead, he reveals his works.  He enters our weakness, our helplessness and our 
darkness so that his power may be manifest in us. The place of our greatest 
limitation is meant to become the very place where the works of God are 
displayed.  The potter has shaped the clay, but the man still cannot see.   

The next step in the narrative is not explanation but a command. This leads us to 
the second point. Sight is the fruit of obedience to the one who was sent by God.  
Jesus says to the man, "Go wash in the pool of Siloam." And John adds the 
interpretive words that Siloam means “sent.”  The detail in this Gospel is central to 
it.  The Greek word translated “send” is στέλλω (stéllo) which is from the verb 

απόστολος (apóstolos), to send which is the same word as “apostle,” the same root. 
In other words, the apostles are sent with a message to be obeyed.   

Now, the man does not yet see Jesus. He has no visual proof. He hears only a voice 
and receives a command. He is like a servant listening to the instruction of his 
master. He does not ask for an explanation. He does not request a guarantee. He 
does not demand further evidence. He simply goes, washes and returns seeing. 
The Word is spoken, the command is obeyed, and the eyes are open. This is 
 the biblical pattern of faith.  The Pharisees hear the man's testimony again and 
again, but they refuse to listen.  They investigate the event three times, yet their 
questioning becomes a substitute for obedience.  The healed man finally says, "I 



have told you already and you would not listen."  The blind man sees because he 
hears and obeys.  The religious experts remain blind because they hear but refuse 
to do.   

Now faith begins by hearing the word of Christ and doing what he commands. We 
do not first understand everything and then obey God. We obey and in obedience 
our eyes are open. The Lord still today speaks through the Word he has given. 
Though that Word sends us to the waters of Siloam that is the teaching the 
Apostolic word opens our eyes and then brings us into light.   

But it's a process.  

Hearing is the beginning.  
Obedience is the response.  
And seeing is the fruit.  

When a person begins to see, he also begins to confess and confession always 
brings a decision whose authority will be recognized.  And this is the third point. 
To confess the Son of man is to reject the authority of men.  As the story unfolds, 
notice that the man's understanding grows.  At first he says the man called Jesus. 
Then he says he is a prophet.  And finally when Jesus finds him, he confesses, 
"Lord, I believe."  And he falls down in worship.  His sight becomes clearer with 
every step of obedience.  When Jesus asks, "Do you believe in the Son of man?" or 
some versions say, “Son of God,” He is invoking the figure from the book of Daniel 
chapter 7.  The one to whom God gives dominion and glory and an everlasting 
Kingdom.  To confess this Son of man is to acknowledge that all true authority 
belongs to Him because God gave it to Him.  The Pharisees cannot tolerate this 
confession.  They cast the man out of the synagogue.  The world's systems of 
religious and political power always resist those who give ultimate allegiance to the 
one and only King. But notice when the man is cast out, though he has been 
forsaken by them, Jesus finds him and embraces him and nurtures him.  This is one 
of the most comforting moments in this Gospel.  Men may reject the disciple of 
Christ, but the Master never abandons them.  The one who first commanded is now 
the one who gathers and receives worship.  To confess Christ is to recognize that 
no earthly power has final authority over us.   

Human institutions may reject the truth.  The institutions may reject those who 
follow the Word of the one and only King, but the Son of man always receives those 
who believe in Him and carries them faithfully through a process from hearing to 
comfort and to worship.  When the world casts us out, remember that Christ 



Himself will come to find us.  The blind beggar ultimately becomes a worshipper of 
the one true God.  The man who once sat in darkness now stands in the presence 
of the Light of the world.   

So today's Gospel leaves us with three enduring truths. First, the works of God are 
displayed in our helplessness, not in our explanations, and certainly not in any 
theological or philosophical category.  Second, sight comes through hearing and 
obeying the word of the one who was sent by God.  Third, those who confess the 
Son may be rejected by men, but they are received by their one true King, the Lord 
Christ.  The healed man gives the simplest and strongest testimony in all scripture.  
He says, "One thing I know that though I was blind, now I see."  This is the 
testimony or ought to be the testimony of every believer.  If your belief is true, 
Christ sees us before we see him.  He speaks before we understand.  He 
commands before we know the outcome.  He opens our eyes as we obey.  He 
strengthens our confession.  And when the world rejects us, He finds us and 
receives our worship.  May our answer always be the same answer that the blind 
man offered, “Lord, I believe.”  And may we fall down before the Light of the world, 
the Son of man, the one sent by the Father, and the only King whose authority 
endures forever.  

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. >> Christ is risen. >> 
Help us. Save us. Have mercy upon us and keep us, oh God, by thy grace 

Link to Sermon - https://youtu.be/XbjRM1fJNLI?t=5540  

https://youtu.be/XbjRM1fJNLI?t=5540

