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Glory is among us >> He is an ever shall be. 

The title of today's message is “The Vineyard of the Lord and the Fruit of the Kingdom.” 
Today in this Gospel we hear the words of Matthew which come from the 21st chapter. 
This narrative occurs within the fourth book of the law of the Messiah where the authority 
of Jesus is being challenged in the temple of Jerusalem. Having just spoken earlier the 
parable of the two sons, Jesus now presents the parable of the vineyard and the tenants 
to the chief priests and the Pharisees. This text advances the story by showing the final 
rejection of the leaders of Israel and the transfer of the Kingdom to a new nation. We will 
see first in this message how the householder prepares his vineyard and entrusts it to the 
tenants. Then we will examine the violent rebellion of the tenants against the 
householder and ultimately against his son. And then finally, we will hear the verdict of 
the Lord regarding the stone which the builders rejected and the taking away of the 
kingdom.  

The provision of the householder. The text begins with the action of the householder who 
does all the work of preparation. He plants the vineyard, sets a hedge around it, digs a 
wine press in it, and builds a tower. The vineyard is fully equipped and ready for 
production through the effort of the owner alone. This imagery is a direct reference to the 
song of the vineyard in Isaiah 5 verses 1-7* which is the background for this parable. This 
imagery from Isaiah looks for the fruit of justice and righteousness. For this is what Isaiah 
looked for. He's looking for the visible evidence of a life. Live according to the Master's 
instruction. But in Isaiah, the only thing that the owner found was bloodshed and a cry 
and persecution and distress and disobedience.  Well, he lets out to the tenants. He gives 
it to the farms and departs into his country. The arrangement is clear. The vineyard 
belongs only to the householder, and the tenants are there to work it and provide the fruit 
of justice, mercy, compassion, and obedience. And this is to be borne out in their daily 
behavior in its season. The biblical setting establishes that the owner expects a return on 
his investment when the appointed time of fruit draws near.  

In hearing this Gospel reading, we must recognize that the vineyard of the Kingdom is 
God's and not ours. He is the one who has planted, protected, and provided the means 
for the fruit of righteousness to be produced. We are merely tenants entrusted with his 
property for a season. The expectation of the fruit of justice, a manner of life that reflects 
God's justice in every action, is not a suggestion, but the very purpose for which the 
vineyard was established. While the householder provided everything necessary for 
success, the tenants responded not with the fruit of behavioral obedience, but with 



violent assertion. of ownership, the rebellion of the tenants. When the season of fruit 
arrives, the householder sends his servants to collect the fruit of justice that is rightfully 
his. The tenants respond with systemic and systematic violence. They beat one, kill 
another, and stone another. Even when more are sent, the rebellion continues. Finally, the 
owner sends his son, believing that they might respect him.  Instead, the tenants see the 
son as a threat to their control. They identify him as the heir and plot to kill him so that 
they may seize the inheritance for themselves. They cast him out of the vineyard and 
murder him. This action reveals the heart of the tenants. They wish to be the owners of 
what God has made rather than submitting their daily conduct to the righteousness 
required by the owner. This rebellion is the attempt of human leadership to seize the 
inheritance that belongs only to God. 

When we treat the community of God as our own possession or our own achievement, we 
too are acting as the tenants who cast out the sun in order to avoid the demand for 
concrete justice in our behavior toward others. The violence of the tenants is the natural 
result of humans trying to take what is not theirs while refusing to live the way God 
commanded. Because the tenants have rejected the sun and refused to submit their 
manner of life to the fruit of justice, the owner of the vineyard must act to vindicate his 
authority and pass judgment and the verdict of the cornerstone and the new nation is 
what the Lord now proclaims. Jesus asks the leaders what the owner will do under these 
circumstances and they condemn themselves by answering that he will put those 
wretches to a miserable death. Jesus then cites the passage from Psalm 118 22- 23 that 
speak of the stone which the builders rejected that becomes the head of the corner. He 
declares that the kingdom will be taken away and given to a nation an έθνος (éthnos) 
producing its fruits. Remember brothers and sisters that this text was not written nor is it 
read for us to condemn the rebellious Jews of the first century. This text as a text was 
never read in a synagogue. It was written for the church and from its first proclamation 
the possibility of this transfer was present. This έθνος (éthnos) is not a biological race but 
a functional community defined solely by its behavioral obedience.  

The word arises warns that even what one imagines he has will be taken away if there is 
no fruit of righteousness evident in how one lives. The kingdom is not a permanent 
possession of any institution. If the leaders of our church today act like the chief priests, 
the same verdict applies. The master who took the vineyard from the first tenants retains 
the absolute right to take it from the current ones. A reality that has stood.  As this Gospel 
was first proclaimed, the kingdom will be given only to whatever nation hearkens to his 
Word and produces the fruit of justice in its manner of life.  

Having heard the judgment pronounced upon the unfaithful tenants, we now come to the 
conclusion of this message. In the introduction, we set out to hear how God's acts 
through the parable of the vineyard to define the nature of the kingdom were presented. 
We have heard how the householders prepared the vineyard and how the tenants 



rebelled by killing the servants and then finally the heir, the son himself. We have seen 
that the stone rejected by the builders has become the cornerstone of a new nation. The 
biblical text proclaims that God is the owner of the vineyard and he will have his fruits of 
justice and righteousness borne out in the behavior of his people. The kingdom is his to 
give and his to take away. We are reminded that our standing depends entirely on God's 
actions and on response to his Son who is the heir of all things. May we today respond 
appropriately to our Lord. In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  

Help us. Save us. Have mercy upon us and keep us, oh God, by thy grace 

Link to Sermon - https://youtu.be/k11SR835rtk?t=4842  

* Isaiah 5:1-7 - The Vineyard of the Lord Destroyed (ESV) 
1 Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a 
vineyard on a very fertile hill. 
2 He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a 
watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; and he looked for it to yield 
grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. 
3 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between me and my 
vineyard. 
4 What more was there to do for my vineyard, that I have not done in it? When I looked for 
it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? 
5 And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall 
be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 
6 I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and briers and thorns shall grow 
up; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 
7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are his 
pleasant planting; and he looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; for righteousness, 
but behold, an outcry!

https://youtu.be/k11SR835rtk?t=4842

