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Christ is among us. >> He is and ever shall be.

Today is the tenth Sunday after Pentecost. We celebrated the transfiguration very
recently. And this Gospel reading is from Matthew 17 verses 14 to 23 and the title of this
sermon is "The Word Beyond the Mountain.” This Gospel reading today brings us to the
conclusion of a section in Matthew that began with the announcement that the Son of
man must go up to Jerusalem, suffer, be killed, and be raised on the third day. This
announcement was followed by the transfiguration where Peter, James, and John saw
Jesus with Moses and Elijah upon the mountain. Moses representing the law and Elijah
representing the prophets. Peter wanted to remain there on the mountain and build three
tents to preserve what he sought. But the voice from the cloud commanded the Disciples
to listen to the son alone. Moses and Elijah who represent again the Law and the Prophets
disappeared. And Jesus who is the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets led the
Disciples down from the mountain. This movement is essential for understanding this
Gospel reading. The Disciples have seen the glory of Christ, but now they must obey his
teaching. They cannot remain on the mountain with the figures of the past. They must
come down into the crowd and follow Jesus toward his death and ultimately carry his
Gospel beyond the borders and boundaries of Israel. Yet when Jesus is away from them
for just a brief time, they are unable to carry out the work entrusted to them.

A father brings his suffering son to them but they cannot heal him. Jesus responds by
calling them faithless and a perverse generation. The problem here is not a lack of
spiritual power of private spiritual power or insight. The Disciples have something much
more problematic than that. They do not yet trust the Word. They have been commanded
to obey. They have not understood that the Gospel of the crucified and risen Messiah
must go beyond the mountain of the Law and the Prophets and be brought to the nations
through Jesus Christ who is the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets. Today | would like
us to look at three lessons from this Gospel reading. The first is that the Disciples must
descend from the mountain of the Law and the Prophets to follow the Son into the world.
And secondly, their inability to heal exposes their lack of faith toward the open mission of
the Gospel. And third, the proclamation of the Son of man is the only message to be
carried into the world. That is to say, Jesus is the message, the descent from the
mountain of the Law, the Prophets.

Matthew tells us that when Jesus and his Disciples came to the crowd, a man approached
him, knelt before him, and cried for mercy for his son. The boy suffers terribly, falling into
fire and into water. The father had already brought him to the Disciples, but they were



unable to heal the boy. The location of this reading is significant because Jesus and the
three Disciples have just descended from the mountain of the transfiguration. There Peter
wanted to preserve Jesus together with Moses and Elijah. But Moses and Elijah
disappeared, and the Disciples were commanded to listen to Jesus alone. Now they have
come down from the mountain into the crowd. This is where the Word must go. What the
Disciples have heard cannot remain on the mountain. It must be carried among the
people and eventually among the nations. Yet the Disciples have failed. Jesus therefore
calls them aruotog (dpistos), unfaithful, not lacking faith but having no faith, a faithless
and perverse generation. In fact, this word does not describe the absence of religious
emotion or good intentions. It describes the refusal to place confidence in the Word
that has been spoken by the Lord Christ. The Disciples have been told whom to hear and
whom to follow. They have been told that the Son of man must suffer, must die and rise
again. But they still prefer the security of the mountain to the road that Christ has placed
before them. We today in the church face the same temptation to become comfortable
with holy places and familiar customs. We often try to build tents around what has been
given to us in order to preserve it for ourselves to enhance the experience. But the voice
from the cloud still says to us as it said to them, "Listen to Christ." And Christ still leads
his Disciples down from the mountain. The Gospel was never given to remain enclosed
among among those who already have it. The Word must go where Christ sends it. And
remember, this “Word” is not our word.

When the Disciples came down from the mountain, but failed to obey the teaching they
received on the mountain, their failure becomes visible before the crowd in their inability
to do what God commanded them to do. Their inability to heal exposes the deeper
problem of no faith. Which leads us to the little faith that they had and their mentality of a
closed mission rather than one that is open to the rest of the world. The Disciples asked
Jesus privately why they could not cast the demon out. He answers that is because they
have no faith. Matthew does not present this lack of faith as an emotional condition. It
appears when the Disciples resist the scope of Christ's mission. They accept God's work
within familiar boundaries but hesitate when Christ sends them beyond them. The boy in
the story belongs to that larger movement outward to the rest of the world. Matthew uses
the same language for his condition that is the boy's condition that he used when Jesus
healed those from Syria earlier in the Gospel which is of course gentile territory. The
movement toward Galilee likewise places the passage within Matthew's concern for the
nations. Jesus tells the Disciples that with faith as small as a mustard seed, they could say
to this mountain, the mountain of transfiguration, the mountain of the Law and the
Prophets, they could say to that mountain to move from here to there and it would move.
Which means that the teaching of the Law and the Prophets through Jesus Christ who is
their fulfillment would then move outward and enlighten the Gentiles.

They have just descended from the mountain where they saw Moses and Elijah and heard
the command to listen to the Son. What was revealed there must move outward. The



teaching cannot remain privately with them. It's not their possession after all. It was given
to them to be given. It's not the possession of a private chosen elect people. It must be
carried into the world. The Disciples do not need enormous spiritual power. They need
trust in Christ's command to carry what they have heard where he sends them.

Prayer and fasting, beloved, must not be reduced to a technique for exorcism. The issue
here is whether the Disciples will gather with those whom they are sent before, the one
father of all. Will they gather with those to whom they are sent in the presence of the God
and Father of all peoples? Unless they accept those Christ sends them to and join them in
prayer before the same father, there can be no healing through their ministry. The
Church, the community of faith does not possess the Gospel to guard it from outsiders,
but to proclaim it. Whenever ethnicity, nationality, or personal history becomes a
boundary, we refuse the cross. We demonstrate the same lack of faith that the Disciples
had. If Christ sends his word to the nations, the church must go. No human boundary can
overrule his command. The Gospel carried from the mountain into the world is not a
message of human power. Jesus immediately tells his Disciples what it proclaims. the Son
of man will be handed over, killed, and raised on the third day. In other words, the
proclamation that we make before the world is the proclamation of the Son of man. He is
the message. Matthew concludes by returning to the announcement of course as we
read in the Gospel with which this entire section began. The Son of man is to be delivered
into the hands of men. They will kill Him and He will be raised on the third day. This is not
an appendix to this healing story. It explains the whole passage. This is what the Disciples
must hear, trust, and carry from the mountain into the nations. Remember the voice from
heaven said to the Disciples, "This is my beloved son. Listen to him."

The Gospel is the announcement of the crucified and risen Messiah. Peter had already
resisted this teaching earlier when Jesus first announced his passion because he wanted
a Messiah without the cross. And remember what Jesus called him? Satan on the
mountain. Peter wanted to preserve Jesus alongside Moses and Elijah. He wanted a holy
place. But Jesus will not remain on Peter’s mountain. He descends and moves toward
Jerusalem. He will be handed over, killed, and on the third day be raised by the father. The
Disciples present inability anticipates what will happen after Christ's death and
resurrection. They will be responsible for carrying his word outward. The question is
whether they will finally trust what he commanded them. Matthew answers that question
at the end of his Gospel. When the risen Christ meets his Disciples in Galilee and declares
that all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to him. He commands them to go
and make Disciples of all nations. That final command is already being prepared here.
Come down from the mountain. Listen to the son. Follow him to the cross. Receive the
proclamation of his resurrection. Then carry that word to the nations.

The Church, the community of Jesus Christ has no other Gospel to offer the world. We do
not offer ourselves, our achievements, or our wisdom. We proclaim what has been



handed down to us. Jesus Christ was delivered into the hands of men. He was killed and
on the third day he was raised. Our task is neither to change that word nor to confine it to
those whom we consider worthy. Our task is to proclaim it without shame. Wherever
Christ sends us, the Lord who leads his Disciples down the mountain is the same Lord
who delivers his son for the life of the world.

In today's Gospel reading, we heard the following. The Disciples must descend from the
mountain of the Law and the Prophets to follow Christ who is the fulfillment. We also
heard that their inability to heal exposes their lack of faith toward the open mission of the
Gospel and that the word they must carry into the world is the proclamation of the Son of
Man. The Disciples had seen Moses and Elijah, but the voice commanded them to listen
to Jesus. They had witnessed his glory, but he led them down from the mountain. They
had been entrusted with his work, but they proved powerless because they had not yet
trusted the full scope of the command they were given. And so Jesus teaches them again
The Son of man will be delivered. He will be killed and he will be raised on the third day.
That is the Gospel. The mountain cannot contain it. Israel cannot contain it. Jerusalem
cannot contain it. St. Andrew’s Orthodox Church in Lewes, Delaware cannot contain it.
The Word must move outward until it reaches those outside our environs, outside our
little private tents. Christ has not entrusted his church with a private possession. He has
entrusted us with a proclamation.

Therefore, let us come down from our mountain. Follow the crucified-risen Lord wherever
He leads and proclaim without shame the one Gospel to all peoples, trusting that nothing
commanded by the Word of God will be impossible for those who obey him. In the name

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Help us. Save us. Have mercy upon us and keep us, oh God, by thy grace
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