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Christ is risen. >> Indeed, he is risen. >> Glory to his third day resurrection. >> Let us 
adore his third day resurrection.  

Today's Gospel reading is taken from the Gospel of John 4 verses 1 through 42. The 
title of this sermon is the Word Independent of the Well. The Word independent of 
the well.  In this text, Jesus leaves Judea and departs again to Galilee.  And the text 
is clear.  It says he must pass through Samaria.  This “must” is not a matter of 
geography.  It is the decree of God.  Jesus walks under the command of his Father, 
following what has already been written in the law and the prophets.  He comes to 
Jacob's well, weary from his journey and sits down.  And here at this well, the gift of 
God is revealed. Human boundaries are shattered and a people are gathered who 
will confess that Jesus is the savior of the world independent of every earthly 
center.  

From the beginning, God has made his dwelling known through the Word He gives.  
As it is written in the Psalms, yet thou art enthroned and holy on the praises of 
Israel.  These praises are not human inventions.  They are not spiritual feelings. 
They are the living oracles of God.  He gives them.  He commands them.  And 
when they are spoken spoken, God is present.  When they are not, he is not bound.  
Human tradition does not establish his dwelling.  Human tradition binds, limits, and 
imprisons.  But God is not imprisoned.  His Word alone establishes his dwelling 
place, his very presence.  In this sermon, I would like to highlight three things. 
First, the gift of the living water is the Word that bypasses human labor.  Number 
two, true worship is the commanded recitation of the truth.  And number three, 
the gathering of the aliens is through the unhindered Word.  

First, the gift of God is the living water that bypasses human labor.  Jesus, weary 
from his journey, sits at the well that Jacob secured through labor.  A well dug into 
the earth.  A human attempt to secure blessing through land, inheritance, and 
possession.  A fixed place and a controlled source.  But Jesus does not come to 
draw water from the earth.  He comes to give from heaven.  He declares the gift of 
living water, a spring welling up unto eternal life.  The Samaritan woman stands as 
an alien bound to what has been handed down and tied to the well of the fathers. 
 Yet she does not know the gift of God. She looks into the well, measures its depth, 
and counts her tools.  But the gift is not in the well.  The water Jesus gives does not 
come from the fathers, but comes from the Breath of God, carried in the Word that 



he speaks.  It is tied not to land, labor, or any holy geography.  It is given, it flows, 
flows, and it leads out unto life everlasting.  Human wells cannot give this life. 
Human Words cannot produce this water. Only what God gives can produce this 
life.  So brothers and sisters, do not draw from your wells.  Do not trust what has 
been handed down by men.  The gift of God is not what you build, but it's what 
God speaks.  Where his Word is spoken with boldness and confidence.  There God 
is present.  And there the water of life springs up without limits, without boundary, 
and without a temple of any kind.  The Word that gives life in the text then moves 
to expose what true worship really is.  True worship is the commanded recitation of 
the truth.  

The woman speaks about the mountain and about Jerusalem.  She speaks of two 
claims, two centers, two systems, two attempts to locate God. Two different 
narratives of reality.  But Jesus declares that the hour is coming and now is that not 
on this mountain, not in Jerusalem.  No, God is not there.  True worship is not a 
location, not a tradition, not an inheritance.  True worship is spirit and truth.  This is 
not a feeling.  It's not an inward experience, mystical or otherwise.  It is a 
command.  Spirit is the breath that carries the Word and truth is the faithfulness of 
God to what he has spoken in that Word. To worship in spirit and truth is to speak 
what God has given. God is enthroned on his praises. The ones that come from his 
mouth into ours. They're not yours. They're not human Words. They're not invented. 
They're not traditions of men, but God's Words. Where his Words are spoken, he 
dwells. Where they are not, no temple can contain him.  Therefore, both 
Samaritans and Jews must let go. The mountains must fall, Jerusalem must fall, and 
every claim must fall. Human tradition captures, but God's Word frees.  Jesus 
declares to the woman, "I who speak to you am He."  The truth stands before her, 
and it is speaking to her.  So stop building places for God.  Stop speaking your own 
Words.  Worship is not what you create.  Worship is what you receive and speak. 
Where his Word is recited there is his dwelling.  There the temple stands. There the 
Holy place abides.  Their true worship is conducted.  Everywhere else is empty.  

The Word in the text that establishes worship now moves outward to gather a 
community around that very Word. And so the gathering of these aliens is brought 
about to the unhindered, unbound, free Word of God. The woman leaves her jar. 
The well is abandoned. The system is left behind. That which gave her comfort is 
behind her. She goes to the city and calls the outsiders, the rejected, the unclean, 
the ones without any claim.  And she says, "Come and see."  And they come.  Jesus 
speaks of food the disciples do not know about. The disciples are looking for 
bread.  Jesus speaks of obedience. They're looking for a provision of some kind. 
But he speaks of the will of God.  And he says, "The fields are already white. The 



harvest is now. One sows and another reaps.  And this sewing and this reaping 
does not belong to you or to me or any human being.  It is not controlled. And it 
belongs only to God who created all things.  

This Word goes forth.  

It cannot be stopped. It cannot be contained. It grows. It multiplies. And it reaches 
the alien, the barbarian, the outsider, the undocumented, the black, the white, the 
Chinese, the Russian, the Indonesian, etc. And so forth.  It has no boundaries and it 
has no limits to its acceptance.  They hear him not except as they hear the Word of 
God and the people come to believe through her Word.  But then after her Word is 
proclaimed to them, she comes to Jesus and their faith is increased and say that 
not only from what you said do we believe but we now believe because we have 
heard it ourselves that this indeed is the savior of the world. Not the savior of 
Jerusalem.  Not the savior of a nation.  Not the savior of any temple whatsoever but 
the savior of humankind and remember the words of St. Basil the Great in the 
Divine Liturgy it says that Jesus became flesh and became a citizen of this world 
and the only true citizenship that exists and if anyone defiles it God will defile 
them. The only true citizenship that exists is the citizenship of every man, woman, 
and child that comes from his or her mother. 

This is who Jesus saves. So do not restrict what God has opened.  Do not divide 
what God gathers.  The Word goes forth to gather all people around the one 
teaching of God.  The harvest is not yours to control.  It is God's to bring in.  It is 
already happening right now.  It's happening as people gather around the Word of 
God.  And so the Word completes what it began.  It began a process of 
proclamation.  And now it's Continuing with the gathering.  Well, Jesus comes 
weary to the well. Yet he gives the water of life.  He speaks and through his Words 
the way to eternal life is open.  The dwelling of God is not in a place, not in a 
system of any kind, not in a people, but in his Word.  From the law and the prophets 
to the Words of Jesus Christ, nothing has changed.  God has been, is, and always 
will be enthroned upon his praises.  The praises that he has given for us to put into 
our mouths. These are not your words. They're not my words. They're his Words. 
These Words, and only these Words establish his presence. Everything else fails.  

The gates of the old way of thinking are closed, but the Word goes forth free and 
freeing. The fields are ready. The harvest is now. The Word goes forth and the 
confession stands for us here in Lewes, Delaware at St. Andrews Orthodox Church. 
and that is that Jesus Christ is the savior of the world. Amen. 



In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Help us, save us, 
have mercy upon us, and keep us, oh God, by thy grace. 

Link to Sermon - https://youtu.be/S95VCJmhrz4?t=5807  

https://youtu.be/S95VCJmhrz4?t=5807

